,*.^'V. 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


A 


^  A 


^ 


1.0 


I.I 


|iO     "^^ 

L2 


us 
us 

u 


140 


2.5 
2.2 

2.0 


11.25  III  1.4 


iiiiim 
1 


1.6 


^- 


6" 


V 


/^ 


^P 


Hiotographic 

Sciences 

Corporation 


23  WIST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14580 

(716)  87^-4503 


f/. 


<° 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHM/ICMH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Instltuta  for  Historical  Microraproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  da  microraproductlona  hiatoriquas 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notaa/Notas  tachniquaa  at  bibliographiquaa 


Tha  Instituta  haa  anamptad  to  obtain  tha  baat 
original  copy  availabia  for  filming.  Faaturaa  of  thia 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  altar  any  of  the  Imagea  In  tha 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checked  below. 


□    Coloured  covera/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 


r~1    Covers  damaged/ 


n 


D 


D 
D 


n 


Couverture  endommagie 


Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  rastaur^e  et/ou  pelliculAe 


r~n    Cover  title  miasing/ 


La  titra  da  couverture  manque 


Coloured  map*/ 

Cartea  gtegraphiquaa  an  couleur 


□    Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 

r~~|   Coloured  platea  and/or  illuatrations/ 


Planchea  et/ou  illuatrationa  en  couleur 


Bound  with  other  material/ 
Reii*  avac  d'autrea  documents 


Tight  binding  may  cauae  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

La  re  liure  serrie  peut  cauaar  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
diatorsion  la  long  do  la  marge  intArieura 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certainas  pagea  blanchaa  ajoutias 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaiaaant  dana  la  taxte. 
maia,  lorsque  cela  itait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  itt  filmtes. 


T 
to 


L'Inatitut  a  microfilm*  la  meiileur  axemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  4ti  possible  de  se  procurer.  Las  details 
de  cet  exemplaire  qui  sont  peut-Atre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliographique.  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  una 
modification  dans  la  mAthode  normaia  de  filmage 
sont  indiquto  ci-dessous. 


r~~|   Coloured  pagea/ 


D 

D 


Pagea  de  couleur 

Pagea  damaged/ 
Pagea  endommagies 

Pages  restored  and/oi 

Pagea  reataurtes  et/ou  pelliculAes 

Pagea  diacoiourad.  stained  or  foxei 
Pages  d^coior^es,  tachaties  ou  piquies 

Pagea  detached/ 
Pagea  dAtach^as 

Showthroughy 
Transparence 

Quality  of  prir 

Quality  inigale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  matarii 
Comprend  du  material  supplimentaire 


pn  Pagea  damaged/ 

I — I  Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 

r~7  Pagea  diacoiourad.  stained  or  foxed/ 

|~~|  Pagea  detached/ 

I      I  Showthrough/ 

r^  Quality  of  print  varies/ 

nn  Includes  supplementary  material/ 


Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Edition  disponible 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc..  have  been  refiimed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Lea  pagea  totalement  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata.  une  pelure. 
etc..  ont  M  filmies  A  nouveau  da  fapon  d 
obtahir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 


Tl 

P< 

o 

fil 


O 

bi" 

th 

si 

ot 

fir 

8i< 

or 


Tf 
sh 
Tl 
wl 

Ml 
dif 

enl 
bei 
rig 
re( 
mi 


0    Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  supplimentaires; 


Pages  69  to  72  are  photoreproduction. 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  film*  au  taux  de  reduction  Indiqu*  ci-deaaous. 


10X 

14X 

18X 

22X 

26X 

30X 

J 

12X 


16X 


20X 


24X 


28X 


32X 


re 

itails 
M  du 
nodifier 
\r  una 
ilmage 


IS 


The  copy  filmed  here  has  been  reproduced  thank* 
to  the  generosity  off: 

Library  of  the  Pubiic 
Archives  of  Canada 

The  images  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  Iceeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications. 


Original  copies  in  printed  paper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  back  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  pag9  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  Impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  — ^>  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  V  (meaning  "END"), 
whichever  applies. 

iVIaps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


L'exemplaire  fllmA  fut  reprodult  grice  A  la 
gAnArosM  de: 

La  bibiiothique  des  Archives 
publiques  du  Canada 

Les  images  suivantes  ont  6t6  reprodultes  avec  ie 
plus  grand  soin,  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  la  nettet*  de  l'exemplaire  film«,  et  en 
conformity  avec  les  conditions  du  contrat  de 
fllmage. 

Les  exemplaires  originaux  dont  la  couverture  an 
papier  est  ImprimAe  sont  fllmte  en  commen^ant 
par  Ie  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
derniire  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'iiiustration,  soit  par  ie  second 
plat,  salon  ie  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
originaux  sont  fllmfo  en  commenpant  par  ia 
premidre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'iiiustration  et  en  terminant  par 
la  dernlAre  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 

Un  dos  symboles  suivants  apparaltra  sur  la 
dernidre  image  de  cheque  microffiche,  seion  Ie 
cas:  Ie  symbols  — ^  signiffle  "A  SUIVRE",  ie 
symbols  V  signiffie  "FIN". 

Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  Atre 
ffilmte  A  ^«£  taux  de  r6ductlon  difftrents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  Atre 
reprodult  en  un  seul  cllch«,  11  est  ffilm«  d  partir 
de  i'angle  supArleur  gauche,  de  gauche  d  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  ie  nombre 
d'images  n6cessalre.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
lllustrent  la  mithode. 


rrata 
to 


pelure. 
1  i 


3 

32X 


1  2  3 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

J' 


-\ 


€. 


IKK' 


j:^ 


••  w- 


A 


# 


CONSIDERATIONS       '_ 


|(      » 


THE 


PAST,  PRESENT  &  FUTURE  CONDITION 


or  TBK 


CAN  AD  AS. 


iM'- 


BY    HENRY    TAYLOR. 


1.  •    '• 


No.  II. 


MONTREAL : 
PRINTED  »0R  THE  AUTHOR  BY  JOHN  LOYltX, 

SAIKT  NICHOLAS  tTRXST. 

1839. 


*■ 


I 


..  f 


i^^ 


,r. 


'I 


t: 


i 


.-j'-li 


;isiit  >  -  -  <,'  '.•  tii 


>, 


,K 


'*&^»,, 


if\     '  .1*1.,.  {!' '„  .*!t'P? 

^   CONSIDERATIONS 


V 


ON  THE  past;  PRESENT  AND  FUTURE  CONDITION 
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V  CHAPTER  IV. 

On  ^^6  expediency  of  an  application  being  made  to  the 
Home  Government^  or  to  the  Imperial  Parliament  for 
the  exclusive  supply  of  the  British  West  India  Islands 
and  Settlements,  {to  be  granted  to  Great  Britain,  and 
to  British  North  America,)  of  wheat,  flour,  bread  stuffs 
Sfc.  and  salt  provisions,  whenever  it  shall  be  made  evi- 

•  dent  to  the  British  Government,  that  the  Mother  Country 
and  the  said  North  American  Colonies  are  competent 
to  furnish  the  full  quantity  of  such  supplies  as  are  annu- 
ally wanted  for  those  West  India  Islands  and  Settle- 
ments. •  ,  ,  v  J^r  .,  _  -^ 

The  doctrine  of  free  trade  has  of  late  years  gain- 
ed many  adherents ;  and  it  is  probable  that  some  of 
our  readers  may  startle  at  the  term,  "exclusive  sup- 
ply "  stated  above.  We  shall  therefore  offer  some 
observations  on  the  question  of  free  trade,  the  limits 
by  which  it  is  necessarily  bounded,  and  the  peculiar 
circumstances  which  should  serve  to  counterac 
its  existence  in  the  subject  under  our  consideri^ 
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iioii.  It  may  be  true,  as  the  celebrated  author  of 
the  Wealth  of  Nations  asserts,  that  **  no  port  where 
free  trade  exists,  can  be  found,  that  has  not  been 
enriched  by  it."  It  is  true  that,  by  allowing  foreign 
goods  to  come  into  the  markets  of  a  country 
where  the  same  goods  cannot  be  grown,  made 
and  sold,  on  as  cheap  terms  as  these  foreign  goods, 
that  the  consumers  in  those  markets  will  be  bene- 
fitted by  that  free  importation. 

But,  as  regards  the  trade  of  supply  to  the  West 
India  Islands  being  left  free,  that  trade  (being 
confined  to  supplying  them  with  provisions,  can 
only  serve  to  benefit  them  in  one  way  ;  that  is,  by 
affording  them  a  full  supply  of  those  provisions, 
for  the  consumption  of  the  estates  in  those 
Islands.  Their  demand  for  those  provisions  there- 
fore, must  be  limited,  by  the  quantity  required  for 
their  annual  consumption. 

The  quantity  of  flour  of  all  kinds  and  bread 
stuffs  annually  wanted  for  the  West  Indies,  is 
said  to  amount  to  about  twelve  hundred  thousand 
bushels  of  wheat. 

Now  provided  they,  the  West  India  Islands, 
are  annually  supplied  with  this  quantity,  in  such 
manner  as  suits  them,  it  is  of  no  consequence  to 
them  by  whom  it  is  supplied.  Whether  that  sup- 
ply be  furnished  as  it  now  is,  by  British  and  For- 
eign vessels  indiscriminately,  or  whether  in  future, 
it  be  furnished  exclusively  by  British  vessels  only. 
The  competition,  in  their  markets  would,  (in  this 
latter  case,)  instead  of  laying  between  Foreign  and 
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British,  then  be,  between  the  owners  of  the 
British  vessels  and  cargoes,  only.  And  besides 
the  natural  wish  the  planters  and  merchants  in 
the  West  Indies  must  in  some  degree  possess  of 
giving  a  preference  to  their  fellow  subjects,  there 
is  one  advantage  which  would  accrue  to  them 
by  being  thus  supplied  exclusively  by  British 
and  British  North  American  vessels  ;  The  Ame- 
ricans in  general  expect  and  receive  payment 
for  these  cargoes  in  bills  or  specie,  whereas 
British  and  Colonial  vessels,  take  payment  in 
produce.  And  on  this  account,  I  have  often 
heard  that  the  West  India  Traders  would  much 
rather  buy  of  British  and  Colonial  vessels. 

In  reference  to  the  advantage  to  consumers 
above  agreed  to,  of  free  trade  in  the  general,  we 
have  now  to  consider  the  limits  by  which  this 
free  trade  must  necessarily  be  bounded.  It  has 
been  generally  allowed  that  the  vessels  of  many 
foreign  nations  can  be  sailed  cheaper  than 
British  vessels  can  ;  this  is  the  case  I  belie^^i  with 
several  commercial  nations  in  Europe,  and  par- 
ticularly so,  with  American  vessels.  If  therefore 
all  the  restrictions  of  the  navigation  act,  were  done 
away  with.  Great  Britain  would  not  be  enabled  to 
maintain  that  superiority  at  sea  \f  hich  her  exalted 
position  in  the  scale  of  nations  and  perhaps  her 
very  existence  as  a  free  nation  requires,  but  if  her 
power  to  do  so  be  doubtful  as  respects  a  free 
trade  with  the  other  nations  of  Europe  and  with 
the  States  of  America,  how  much  less  doubtful 
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would  it  be,  if  an  entire  free  trade  were  to  be 
granted  in  respect  to  her  colonial  system?  It 
has  been  generally  allowed  that  the  Colonies  of 
Great  Britain  have  been  the  great  source  of  her 
naval  supremacy.  In  his  defence  of  the  navigation 
acts,  "Protection,*'  says  Adam  Smith  "is  of  more 
importance  to  a  nation  than  commerce."  What 
security  indeed,  or  advantage  would  there  be  for 
the  latter  without  the  former  ?  It  is  evident  there- 
fore, that  the  free  trade  of  Great  Britain  must 
be  bounded  by  the  limits  of  the  security  and 
protection,  which  her  commerce  demands  and 
which  it  alone  enables  her  to  afford  to  her  sub- 
jects, by  the  Navy  it  places  at  her  command, 
But  if  this  must  be  the  limits  of  her  free  trade  as 
respects  Foreign  Nations,  they  would  appear  to 
be  both  more  just,  fair  and  necessary,  as  respects 
her  colonial  trade.  The  expences  of  Colonial 
defence  are  in  great  part,  borne  by  Great  Britain 
and  she  has  given  up  the  power  of  levying  taxes 
on  many  of  them  for  the  payment  thereof.  It 
is  certainly,  therefore,  the  least  return  the  Co- 
lonies can  make  to  the  Parent  State  for  the  pro- 
tection they  receive  from  her,  by  sea  and  by 
land,  that  their  trade  should  be  employed  as  nur- 
series to  furnish  a  part  of  those  seamen,  who  pro- 
duce'that  protection.  This  paramount  duty  of  the 
Colonies  to  the  parent  state  is  therefore  consonant 
with  their  highest  interests,  and  when  she  and  her 
British  North  American  Colonies,  can  actually 
prove  their  capacity  to  furnish  the  quantity  of 
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supplies  atiuually  required  for  the  West  Intha 
islands  and  settlements  there,  and  that  on  terms 
equally' cheap  as  they  can  be  supplied  by  foreign 
nations,  there  can  be  no  doubt  it  is  the  true  inte- 
rest of  the  West  Indians,  to  be  supplied  by  British 
vessels  alone. 

As  therefore,  it  is  not  proposed  to  make  the  ap- 
plication for  the  exclusive  supply  until  it  can  be 
proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, that  the  Parent  State,  and  the  North  Ameri- 
can Colonies  are  entirely  competent  to  furnish  the 
full  quantity  of  supplies  annually  required,  I  con- 
ceive the  question  of  free  trade,  as  respects  the 
West  Indies,  will  be  entirely  got  over  indepen- 
dently of  the  above  argument  of  raising  a  nursery 
of  seamen  for  our  navy  ;  and  we  have  now  only, 
to  enquire  how,  and  what  species  of  act  of  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  should  be  passed,  that  will  have 
the  effect  of  enabling  the  British  North  American 
Provinces  to  furnish  their  part  of  the  required 
supplies  in  the  most  speedy  manner ;  and  which 
act  shall,  at  the  same  time,  offer  the  least  inconve- 
nience to  the  foreign  nations  who  will  thereby  be 
deprived  of  the  privilege  hitherto  granted  them,  of 
furnishing  a  part  of  those  supplies.  With  respect 
to  the  articles  of  flour,  bread  stuffs  and  biscuit, 
I  believe  the  two  Provinces  are  even  now  nearly 
competent  to  afford  the  supply  required.  During 
my  residence  in  London,  (between  the  years  1829 
and  34  I  was  informed  by  an  eminent  Canada 
merchant  in  that  city,  that  nigh  one  miUion  oi 
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bushels  of  wheat  had  been  imported  from  the 
Canadas  in  one  of  those  years,  and  that  a  loss  ^7as 
suffered  on  it.  Thus  in  that  year,  the  Canadas 
felt  short  only  200,000  bushels  of  the  annual  sup- 
ply required  for  the  West  Indies.  And  nigh 
200,000  barrels  of  flour  being  equal  to  1,00,0000 
bushels  wheat  are  expected  from  Upper  Canada 
this  year,    i    '    .•  . 

During  my  stay  in  Toronto  an  editor  of  one 
of  the  public  prints  there,  who  had  good  means 
of  information  of  the  statistics  of  the  Upper  Pro- 
vince, published  a  statement  of  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  its  wheat.  He  estimated  the  number 
of  farms  at  40,000,  and  allowed  them  to  produce 
300  bushels  each  on  an  average.  This  estimate 
would  give  twelve  millions  of  bushels,  as  the  an- 
nual produce  of  wheat  in  Upper  Canada,  in  order 
however  to  be  within  the  mark,  we  shall  deduct 
one  third  from  the  above  estimate,  which  will 
leave  eight  million  bushels,  and  allowing  nearly  the 
same  quantity  to  be  used  for  sowing  an  acre,  as  is 
used  in  England  near  half  a  million  bushels  would 
be  required  for  seed,  and  allowing  two  barrels 
flour  for  each  man,  woman  and  child  per  year,  and 
estimating  the  population  at  400,000  souls  would 
take  up  800,000  barrels  flour,  being  equal  to  four 
million  bushelsl  wheat  which  would  thus  leave 
three  and  a  half  millions  of  bushels  as  the  surplus 
produce  of  wheat,  of  the  whole  Province,  ready 
for  manufacture,  into  flour  or  biscuit  for  expor- 
tation. 


It  would  appear  then,  that  at  the  present  time 
the  surplus  produce  of  Upper  Canada  alone,  is 
sufficient  for  the  supply  of  the  West  Indies  with 
more  than  the  quantity  of  wheat  annually  wanted 
by  them,  and  though  Lower  Canada  has  of  late 
years  had  none  to  export,  it  is  hoped  if  the  plan 
to  be  proposed  for  introducing  the  modern  agri- 
culture be  adopted  by  Government  she  will  ex- 
port also. 

On  the  entire  quantity  of  wheat  shipt  to  Eng- 
land from  this  country,  there  was,  as  I  have  sta- 
ted above,  to  have  been  informed  in  London, 
a  loss  sustained.  A  great  part  of  this  Canadian 
wheat  is,  I  understand,  made  into  biscuit  in  that 
city,  and  'shipt  to  the  West  India  Plantations,  for 
the  supply  of  the  estates  there.  If  the  same 
wheat  were  manufactured  into  biscuit  in  the  Ca- 
nadas  under  the  encouragement  of  the  act  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  before  mentioned,  the  freight 
and  charges  of  the  wheat  from  hence  to  England, 
would  be  saved,  and  the  biscuit  landed  so  much 
cheaper  in  the  West  Indies.  If  this  act  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  were  made  prospective^  that 
is  to  come  into  force  and  effect  as  soon  as  it  should 
be  made  evident  to  the  Government  that  the 
Mother  Country,  and  the  North  Americain  Pro- 
vinces were  competent  to  supply  the  West  Indies 
with  the  full,  or  nearly  the  full,  quantity  of  flour, 
bread  stuffs  and  provisions  annually  required  by 
them ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  sufficient  capital 
from  the  old  country,  if  required,  would  be  em- 
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barked  in  the  erection  of  sufficient  mills,  bake^ 
houses,  &c.  to  grind  and  manufacture  the  full 
quantity  required  of  these  articles. 

Much  cattle  and  pork  could  also  be  raised  on 
the  olfal  of  those  mills  and  manufactures.  The 
great  addition  this  would  give  to  the  trade  and 
business  of  both  Provinces  is  self  evident ;  fur- 
ther it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  ere  many  years  pass 
away,  a  proper  canal  navigation  will  be  opened 
from  the  Lakes  of  the  Upper  Province  to  this 
city ;  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  by  that  time, 
also  either  a  channel  will  be  cut  through  the  Bay 
of  Verte,  thus  connecting  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence with  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  or  that  the  project- 
ed rail-road  from  Quebec  to  some  part  in  the 
Bay  of  Fundy  will  be  completed.  In  chapter  II 
treating  on[the  Union  of  the  two  Provinces,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  shew  the  advantages  that  would 
result  to  the  Upper  Province,  by  the  opening  of 
this  canal  navigation  whereby  depots  of  Upper 
Canadian  produce,  might  be  formed  in  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,  from  whence  they  could  be  reshipped  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year  to  the  West  Indies  or  other 
ports,  on  account  of  the  owners  by  their  agents 
there. 

There  is  every  probability  that  a  fair  remuner- 
ating price,  would  be  afforded  by  this  West 
India  Trade  to  the  agriculturists,  mill  owners,  &c. 
of  the  two  Provinces.  The  surplus  produce  of 
the  Upper  Province  ;  (and  if  a  proper  system  of 
agriculture  be  established  as  recommended  in 


'  i^r  '■-. 


II 

our  first  chapter)  probably  the  Lower  Province 
also,  will  be  increasing  every  year.  And  from 
the  rapid  manner  in  which  the  countries  calculated 
for  the  growth  of  wheat  are  annually  settling  in 
the  Western  States  of  the  Union,  there  is  every 
probability  that  wheat  will  in  a  few  years  be  pro- 
duced there,  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  at 
present,  and  the  price  fall  accordingly. 

It  would  therefore  appear  to  be  natural,  fair 
and  wise,  that,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  proved  to 
the  British  Government  and  ParUament,  that  the 
Mother  Country  and  these  British  North  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  can  actually  furnish  the  entire 
amount  of  the  supplies  required  for  our  own 
West  India  Islands  and  Settlements,  that  the 
prospective  act  of  Parliament  above  mentioned, 
should  then  come  into  operation  granting  them 
the  entire,  and  exclusive  supply  of  those  markets. 
An  act  of  this  kind  we  have  said  above  is  natural, 
because,  to  give  a  preference  to  her  own  subjects 
of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  British  North  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  in  her  own  markets  certainly  it  is  so 
as  we  shall  now  endeavour  to  show. 

In  private  life,  a  merchant  being  in  want  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  goods,  meeting  with  two  deal- 
ers who  offer  him  that  quantity  for  sale,  exactly  of 
the  same  quality  and  price,  the  one  dealer  being 
a  stranger  to  him  (the  merchant)  and  the  other  a 
particular  friend  he  would  naturally  give  his  friend 
the  preference.  So  with  equal  reason,  one  would 
imagine,  colonies  under  the  same  government 
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would  wish  to  give  the  preference  to  sister  colo- 
nies, and  as  this  preference  is  not  asked  for  except 
in  the  case  of  the  full  supply  of  goods  being  ship- 
ped to  them  which  they  annually  require  therefore 
it  is  perfectly  fair  with  regard  to  those  West  In- 
dia Colonies  ih^X  the  demand  of  exclusive  supply 
should  be  made,  on  those  conditions. 

That  it  is  wise  on  the  part  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment to  promote  in  this  manner,  the  advance- 
ment of  her  North  American  Dominions,  when 
she  ean  do  so  without  violating  the  justice  and 
regard  she  owes  to  her  West  India  possessions  I 
trust  will  presently  appear.  We  h  ope  we  have 
clearly  shown,  in  the  foregoing  pages  of  this  chap- 
ter, that  as  to  the  national  consideration  of  an  act 
of  Parliament  of  the  kind  we  have  proposed,  ten- 
ding to  create  a  Nursery  for  British  Seamen  the 
wisdom  of  thus  fostering  the  trade  and  Navigation 
of  the  British  North  American  Colonies  is  suf- 
ficiently apparent.  We  shall  at  present  therefore 
confine  ourselves  to  the  commercial  and  other 
political  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  Great 
Britain  by  the  advancement  of  these  colonies  by 
this  measure. 

In  what  may  be  fairly  called  the  un  bridled 
licentiousness  of  some  commercial  and  political 
theorists  of  late  years,  it  has  been  among  others 
suggested,  that  it  would  be  better  for  Great 
Britain  to  give  up  and  abandon  her  Canadian 
Colonies ;  suggestions  of  this  kind  have  even 
found  their  way  into  what  ought  to  be  the  most 
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solemnly   deliberative  assemblies  in  the   world 
the  Imperial  Legislature  of  Great  Britain,    ^     .^ 

It  would  really  appear  that  these  theorists, 
finding  their  country  (Great  Britain)  in'posses- 
sion  of  ships  colonies  and  commerce  almost  to  a 
surfeit;  have  forgotten  or  not  thought  it  worth 
their  while  to  consider  by  what  means  or  by  what 
gradual  steps  she  became  possessed  of  these  ac- 
quisitions. Was  it  not  in  great  measure  by  her 
Colonial  trade  and  by  her  Colonial  and  Navigation 
systems ;  and  have  we  not  a  right  to  reason  from 
past  experienc  e,  that  the  abandonment  of  her  co- 
lonies would  produce  the  opposite  effect  the  down- 
fall of  that  commercial  and  political  power  ?  Give 
up  the  Canadas?  do  these  theorists  know  what 
sort  of  a  country  they  are  proposing  to  give  up, 
will  they  not  be  a  little  surprised  when  I  inform 
them,  that  in  80  years  from  this  time  the  popula- 
tion of  the  Canadas,  will  possibly  amount  to  near 
sixteen  millions  of  souls  ? 

The  Island  of  Great  Britain,  including  England 
Scotland  and  Wales,  is  near  500  miles  long  by  120 
to  300  miles  broad  their  population  being  at  pre- 
sent nearly  16  millions.  The  two  Canadas  contain 
at  present  about  1000  miles  in  length  by  1  to  200 
broad,  of  lands  in  a  state  of  settlement,  more  or 
less. 

In  course  of  time  the  Canadas  will  therefore  be 
able  to  maintain  a  population  equal  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  at  present.  The  trade  of  the  Canadas  is 
accordingly  increasing,  in  a  rapid  manner,  and  its 
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population  doubling  now  naturally,  in  about  twenty 
years  its  trade  will  continue  to  increase.  Is  this 
then  a  country  to  be  lightly  given  up,  with  its 
trade  increasing  in  this  ratio  ?  ... 

It  has  been  said  by  these  theorists  that  the 
British  Trade  to  the  United  States  has  been 
greater  since  the  American  Independence  than  it 
was  during  the  time  they  were  Colonies  of  Great 
Britain.  That  the  trade  is  greater,  there  is  no 
doubt,  but  this  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  natu- 
ral and  casual  increase  of  their  population ;  and 
that  they  would  have  equally  increased  had  they 
remained  in  the  colonial  state,  is  proved  by  the 
fact,  that  the  Britisli  North  American  Colonies  do 
actually  double  in  equal,  or  perhaps  a  less  num- 
ber of  years  than  the  United  States. 

Again  since  the  indepencence  of  that  country,  a 
great  part  of  the  Union  has  been,  and  is,  continu- 
ally endeavouring  to  compete  with  Great  Britain 
in  her  manufactories ;  and  they  are  encouraged  in 
so  doing  by  their  Congress  levying  as  heavy  duties 
therein  as  they  find  they  can  do.  And  it  is  proba- 
bly owing  to  the  encouragement  which  higher  du- 
ties would  give  to  smuggling  through  the  British 
Provinces,  that  still  higher  duties  are  not  laid  on. 
Again  British  Goods  sent  to  the  United  States, 
are  I  beheve,  mostly  carried  there  in  American 
vessels,  whereas  the  continually  increasing  trade 
to  the  colonies  as  long  as  they  are  so,  will  be  in 
British. 
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trade  of  the  British  Colonies  will  furnish  nurseries 
of  our  seamen  ;  the  trade  to  the  United  States  is 
furnishing  these  nurseries  for  her  own.      .   - 

Thus  we  see  the  cause  that  is  producing  the 
great  increase  that  has  taken  place  in  the  Canadas 
for  the  demand  for  British  Goods.  This  demand 
is  never  to  be  estimated  by  that  of  past  years, 
because  the  population  of  the  country,  doubling 
naturally  in  from  twenty  to  twenty  five  years  must 
produce  an  annual  increase  as  long  as  land  is  suffi- 
ciently cheap,  and  taxation  sufficiently  moderate  to 
offer  no  check  to  that  natural  increase  of  popula- 
tion. Having  thus,  we  trust,  sufficiently  pointed 
out  the  folly  of  these  theories  of  abandoning  our 
Colonies,  and  hoping  confidently  that  sounder 
principles  of  political  wisdom  will  henceforth  pre- 
vail, and  more  especially  as  the  natural  feelings  of 
the  Mother  Country  to  the  Colonies  is  consonant 
with  them,  we  now  proceed  to  consider  some  of 
the  commercial  and  political  advantages  that  would 
result  to  Great  Britain,  by  greater  attention  to  the 
advancement  of  her  North  American  Colonies, 
and  more  particularly,  by  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  we  have  proposed  for  securing  to  them 
the  exclusive  supply  of  our  own  West  India  Settle- 
ments, 

It  is  certainly  singular,  that  notwithstanding  the 
Canadas  are  admirably  calculated  for  the  growth 
of  all  kinds  of  provisions  required  for  those  Settle- 
ments, yet  the  trade  to  them  is  carried  on  in  a 
very  limited  degree.     The  ports  in  the  Gulf  of 
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St.  Lawrence,  no  doubt  skip  a  portion  of  their 
fish  there,  but  the  cargoes  of  flour  and  provisions 
sent  from  Montreal  or  Quebec,  except  the  last 
one  or  two  years,  when  an  unprecedented  failure 
of  crops  had  taken  place  over  all  the  United  States, 
are  generally  inconsiderable :  one  cause  of  this, 
may  be  owing  to  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence being  closed  so  many  months  in  the  year 
but  the  chief  cause,  I  presume,  is  owing  to  the 
great  competition  met  with  from  foreign  vessels  in 
those  Islands.  The  ships  from  the  United  States 
to  these  markets  are  enabled  to  make  up  cargoes 
there  of  such  variety  of  assortments  that  although 
they  may  suffer  a  loss  on  their  flour,  &c.  the  other 
more  valuable  articles  make  up  the  loss. 

It  therefore  happens,  that  although  there  is 
what  is  called  a  protecting  duty  of  five  shillings 
per  barrel  on  flour  in  foreign  vessels,  yet  from  the 
cause  just  mentioned,  that  duty  affords  no  protec- 
tion at  all  to  vessels  from  British  North  America. 

These  I  presume  to  be  the  chief  causes,  why  the 
West  India  trade  is  not  more  gone  into  from 
these  Provinces,  and  that  the  surplus  wheat  or 
flour  of  the  Canadas  is  generally  shipt  home  to 
Great  Britain,  and  I  believe  frequently  sold  at  a 
loss.    . 

The  first  cause  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence being  closed  so  many  months,  will  I  trust 
be  obviated  by  the  opening  of  the  intended  chan- 
nel through  the  Bay  of  Verte  into  the  Bay  of 
Fundy  which  will  thus  be  connected  with  the 
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(xulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  by  which  means  a 
depot  for  Canadian  produce  of  all  kinds  may  be 
formed  in  some  port  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  from 
which  vessels  can  proceed  at  all  times  of  the  year 
to  the  West  Indies  or  other  ports.  Should  the 
opening  of  this  channel,  however  not  go  on  imme- 
diately, it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Uaii-road  so  long 
talked  of,  from  Quebec  to  St.  Andrews  or  St. 
Johns  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  will  be  immediately 
deter-nined  on  by  Go\'ernment  both  on  account 
of  forming  a  rapid  means  of  conveyance  of  the 
mails,  troops,  &c.  from  the  Parent  State  and  also 
to  afford  to  the  products  of  the  Upper  Province 
the  advantages  of  a  sea  port  which  is  now  becom- 
ing indispensable  to  her. 

In  the  confident  hope  then,  that  one  or  other 
of  these  valuable  objects  will  be  effected,  we  have 
to  consider  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  to 
these  Provinces  and  the  Parent  State,  by  the  en- 
actment of  the  act  of  parliament  before  stated,  by 
which  they  will  be  enabled  to  prepare  conjointly 
with  the  Parent  State,  sufficient  supplies  of  flour, 
biscuit  and  provisions  for  the  annual  demand  of 
the  West  Imlia  Settlements.* 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  slioul J  such  a 
prospective  act  of  the  Imperial  Purliament  be 
passed,  that  sufficient  capital  would  be  embarked 

*  The  other  cause  we  have  mentioned  above,  namely :  The  great  con^petition 
met  with  from  foreign  vessels  is  one  that  promises  to  be  of  incre/i«ing  conse- 
quence, and  injury,  to  the  trade  of  these  Provinces,  for  vessels  ft  urn  the  con- 
tinent  of  Europe  have  begun  of  lata  years  to  ship  quantities  cf  H  jur  and  bia-^ 
cuit,  thence  to  our  West  India  Islands. 


,  I 


li 


i 


i  r . 


18 


in  the  erection  of  mills,  baking  houses,  &c.  to 
produce  the  quantity  of  flour  and  biscuit  required. 
When  that  shall  be  made  evident  to  the  British 
Government,  the  exclusive  supply  would  then  im- 
mediately take  place.  The  freight  and  charges 
on  the  wheat  when  sent  (as  now  the  greatest  part 
is)  to  Great  Britain,  would  thus  be  saved  ;  and  it  is 
highly  probable  a  fair  remunerating  piice  would 
by  this  Colonial  West  India  trade  be  obtained  by 
our  farmers,  millers  and  merchants  for  a^great 
part  of  the  surplus  produce  of  the  Canadas.  This 
good  effect  would  cause  a  favorable  reaction  on 
their  agriculture,  and  I  believe  there  is  nothing 
that  would 'J^nd  more  to  excite  a  spirit  of  industry, 
at  least  in  the  Upper  Province  and  tend  more  to 
sooth  the  party  asperities  of  the  times. 

The  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  the  Pa- 
rent State  b}'  the  act  of  parliament  in  question, 
we  have  before  endeavoured  to  prove  ;  a  valuable 
nursery  for  our  own  seamen,  would  probably-  be 
formed,  and  she  would  also  have  the  satisfactoin, 
by  thus  contributing  to  the  welfare  of  the  Canadas, 
of  employing  a  large  shar^  of  the  dormant  capital 
of  her  merchants  and  of  finding  emploj^ment  for 
many  of  her  redundant  population. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  bearings  of  the 
measure  we  have  proposed,  namely  the  enacting 
of  a  prospective  act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  to 
enable  the  British  North  American  Provinces  with 
the  aid  of  the  Parent  State,  to  raise  sufficient  sup- 
plies and  thereby  to  obtain  the  exclusive  trade  of 
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supply  to  our  West  India  Settlements ;  we  hare 
now,  I  say,  to  consider  the  bearing  of  this  mea- 
sure, as  respects  the  privilege  hitherto  granted  to 
foreign  nations  to  participate  in  that  trade  of 
iiupply. 

Only  two  objections,  that  I  am  aware  of,  have 
been  made  to  our  obtaining  the  exclusive  supply 
of  our  Islands  ;  the  first  is,  that  the  interests  of  the 
West  India  planters  would  oppose  the  measure : 
but  trusting  that  the  terms  on  which  alotie  we  seek 
to  obtain  ths  passiftg  of  the  act,  and  the  other  ar- 
guments on  the  subject  we  have  adduced,  will 
duly  satisfy  the  West  India  j)lanters,  and  remove 
their  opposition  to  the  measure,  we  pas^s  on  to  the 
second  obj  action  which  is,  that  the  "Americans 
would  close  their  ports  (in  consequence  of  this  act 
of  parliament)  to  the  J3ritish  North  American 
Provinces,  and  to  vessels  from  the  West  Indies. 

This  measure  was  indeed  adopted  by  them  on 
a  former  occasion,  when  the  British  West  India 
Islands  were  closed  against  their  vessels.  And 
on  thjir  proposing  to  negociate  with  the  British 
Government  on  this  subject,  Mr.  Canning,  who 
perhaps  was  the  only  Minister  of  Great  Britain 
who  was  well  versed  in  the  proper  mode^of  nego- 
ciating  with  the  American  Government,  refused  to 
open  any  negociation  with  them  at  all  on  the 
subject,  while  their  ports  remained  closed 
against  our  colonial  vessels ;  he  stated,  as  his  rea- 
son, that  the  government  and  management  of 
those  colonies,  was  to  be  considered  so  entirely 
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free  from  all  foreign  control,  thai  he  could  not  ne- 
gociate  at  all  respecting  them  while  any  thing  like 
a  coercive  measure  on  their  part  existed. 

And  it  is  certainly  clear,  that  foreign  nations 
can  have  no  fair  and  reasonable  right  whatever 
to  complain  of  the  British  Government  forgiving 
their  own  subjects  and  colonies  the  preference  in 
trade,  whenever  they  shall  consider  it  proper  and 
practicable  so  to  do. 

If  any  further  arguments  were  required  to  jus- 
tify their  conduct  on  so  doing,  we  might  perhaps 
ask  whether  the  late  conduct  of  the  American  na- 
tion has  deserved  any  privilege  or  favor  at  their 
hands  ? 

A  considerable  part  of  a  nation,  holding  nigh  a 
fourth  of  her  own  population  in  abject  slavery, 
presumes  to  tell  the  Canadian  people,  that  they 
are  under  the  yoke  of  a  despotic  government, 
Did  they  not  know  well  that  the  recent  changes  in 
the  Government  of  the  Lower  Province,  are  intend- 
ed to  protect  every  respectable  and  reasonable 
man  in  it,  from  the  very  species  of  Government 
(the  Government  of  the  mob,)  which,  from  all  we 
can  learn,  prevails  almost  as  inuch  in  the  United 
States  as  it  did  in  France  during  the  revolution 
of  1789,  did  they  not  know  this,  every  respectable 
man  in  Canada  could  tell  them  so. 

There  are  two  species  of  liberty,  the  true  and 
the  spurious.  There  is  no  inhabitant  perhaps  in 
the  Canadasthat  does  not  prize  the  first,  that  does 
not  in  fact  wear  it  near  his  "  heart's  core, "  but 
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he  equally  detests  the  other,  that  spurious  and 
false  one,  and  that  is  precisely  what  we  consider 
would  be  the  kind  of  liberty  that  Americans 
would  eonfer  on  us  were  their  institutions  received 
into  this  country — Oh  true  and  sacred  liberty,  oh 
darling  attribiite  of  the  British  Constitution  alone. 

How  is  thjr  virtuous  pure  and  virgin  fame. 
Debased  by  the  harlot  that  assumes  thy  name. 

On  this  pretence  of  conferring  these  blessings 
upon  us,  have  our  bordering  neighbours  received 
and  cherished  the  foolish  beings  who  have  vainly 
endeavoured  to  create  disaffection  and  rebellion 
in  the  Canadas. 

On  these  pretences  they  liave  all  along  the 
lines  of  these  Provinces,  subscribed  generally  for 
enabling  these  refugees  and  hunters  to  invade  our 
country,  and  ifthesehadbeen  endowed  with  either 
courage  or  capacity  they,  might  have  been  formid- 
able. These  absurd  attempts  also  have  been 
repeated  notwithstanding  they  have  had  undoubted 
proofs  that  their  intended  blessings  were  detested 
lay  almost  the  entire  population,  proving  beyond 
a  doubt  that  the  chief  motives  of  those  "  Sympa- 
thizers" were  plunder  and  malice. 

This  nefarious  breach  of  neutrality  is  now  at- 
tempted to  be  got  over  by  ascribing  it  to  "  delu- 
sion ;"  and  in  reality,  it  appears  from  their  history 
that  Americans  are  subject  to  this  disease  of  the 
mind.  There  is  an  account  in  a  publication  which 
lately  fell  into  my  hands  of  a  species  of  "  delusion" 
which  lasted  some  time  in  that  country.     It  is 
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therein  stated  that  many  of  the  children  in  a  cci'- 
tain  town  there  were  aJiected  with  so  singular  an 
excitement  that  they  were  considered  to  have 
been  operated  upon  by  "  witchcraft".  The  dis- 
order increased,  the  children  became  quite  mis- 
chevious  and  unmanageable  and  finally,  several 
persons  were  taken  up,  indited,  tried,  and  some  of 
them  actually  put  to  death  on  a  charge  of  exercis- 
ing this  witchcraft  on  the  children.  But  when 
time  had  removed  this  strong  "  delusion"  from  the 
eyes  of  the  juries  who  sat  on  these  trials,  they 
sadly  confessed  it  and  lamented  the  deaths  of  the 
innocent  victims  they  had  unjustly  condemned. 

Now  as  long  as  these  Jonathans  confine  their 
**  delusions"  to  their  own  country,  we  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  them,  but  when  they  dare  to  trans- 
port them  with  themselves  over  to  Canada,  let 
them  remember  that  Canadians  have  strong  feel- 
ings and  stronger  memories,  and  that  the  day  of 
retribution  of  these  attacks,  though  it  may  be  long 
delayed,  will  possibly  be  finally  hurled  upon 
them,  and  their  properties  with  tenfold  remunera- 
tion. 

Thus  far  we  have  conthiued  this  subject,  to 
shew  that  at  least  the  amiable  sym|)athizers  of 
Oswego  and  Rochester,  of  which  latter  City  we 
are  told  six  hundred  of  the  citizens  actually  ha<l  a 
meeting  and  resolved  to  apply  to  their  Legislature 
to  pass  a  law  that  no  man  should  be  prevented 
from  w^orking  on  a  Sunday,  and  for  why  do  you 
think  gentle  reader  ?    Why,  because  said  these 
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wen  of  Rochester,  by  compelling  a  man  not  to 
work  on  a  Sunday  you  "compel  him  also  to  be- 
hove there  is  a  God.'* 

•  So  much  for  C/nJstian  Rochester:  We  have 
also  to  add  to  our  list  the  mighty  sympathizing 
**  BtiffaloJ**  iShCt  no  doubt  even  more  than  the  two 
former  cities  has  great  claims  on  the  British 
Nation  and  Government  to  allow  them  also  to  emp- 
ty their  extensive  flour  stores  and  mills  into  our 
West  India  markets. 

As  we  trust  then  to  have  shown  that  the  portion 
of  the  American  Nation  bordering  upon  the  Cana- 
das  has  not  deserved  any  privilege  or  favor  at 
our  hajids. 

We  have  now  to  enqurre  whether  the  remaining 
part  of  that  nation,  and  their  general  government 
have  any  stronger  claims. 

It  is  understood  in  the  present  civilised  state  of 
the  world  when  differences  exist  between  nations 
previously  being  in  a  state  of  peace  and  amity, 
that  these  differences  should  be  attempted  to  be 
removed  by  negociation.  This  is  so  universally 
the  case  that  I  believe  modern  history  produces 
no  instance  to  the  contrary.  It  therefore  must  be 
part  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  honour  of  each 
is  concerned  in  the  observance  of  it.  But  if  the 
honour  of  a  nation  is  forfeited  by  open  and  avowed 
hostility  without  this  previous  negociation,  it  is 
equally  or  more  so,  if  this  hostility  is  secret  and 
disavowed ;  now  although  there  may  not  be  positive 
certainty  that  the  head  of  the  general  government 
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of  America  has  done  so,  there  is  thai  positive 
proof,  that  those  under  him,  have,  hj  a  criminal 
negligence  in  not  setting  suiScient  guards  over  the 
public  armouries  to  protect  them  from  the  depre- 
dation of  the  refugees  and  sympathizers,  mainly  aS' 
slsted  them  in  the  invasion  of  these  Provinces. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  fair  and  impartial  man 
to  believe  that  if  the  general  government  had  it 
really  at  heart  to  put  an  effective  stop  to  this 
sympathizing,  that  they  could  not  have  done  it. 
What  would  they  have  done  if  bodies  of  men  from 
Canada  or  Great  Britain  had  invaded  their  coun* 
try  with  an  intention  of  subverting  their  Govern- 
ment either  by  the  aid  of  the  Indians  or  the  south- 
ern slaves  (and  the  desire  for  abolition  is  perhaps 
not  too  weak  to  suppose  such  a  case.)  Would  the 
general  government,  not  have  immediately  called 
upon  the  militia  of  the  country,  to  maintain  the 
national  honour  in  this  case,  and  to  have  repelled 
the  invaders.*  But  thai  national  honour  was 
equally  at  stake  in  one  case  as  the  other,  as  far  as 
respects  foreign  nations.  By  promptly  calling  on 
the  militia  of  the  Atlantic  States  they  might  have 
preserved  that  honour ;  by  not  doing  so,  or  taking 
other  efficient  steps,  they  have  lost  it,  and  must 
sink  tlegraded  in  the  eyes  of  other  nations  at  least, 
to  the  rank  of  a  weak  and  impotent  Government, 
unable  to  maintain  the    customary  relations  of 
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•This  has  just  now  been  proved  by  the  sudden  vote  of  congress  for  raising 
50,000  men  on  the  subject  of  the  disputed  boundarjr. 
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national  society,  and  thus  evincing  a  radical  defect 
in  the  constitution  of  their  country. 

We  think  therefore  we  have  proved  that  the 
whole  American  Nation  does  not  deserve  any 
privilege  or  favour  from  the  Parent  State,  who  is 
bound  to  consider  insults  and  injuries  thus  heaped 
tipon  her  colonies,  as  offered  to  herself. 

But  it  may  be  said,  the  American  Government 
would,  as  a  retaliatory  measure  for  the  act  of 
f)arliament  we  have  been  proposing,  close  their 
ports  against  British  North  American  and  West 
India  vessels.  As  I  observed  before,  they  had 
resorted  to  this  measure  when  our  West  India 
Islands  were  last  closed  against  their  vessels.  I, 
at  that  time,  resided  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  I  do  not 
remember  that  its  trade  suffered  much  from  this 
measure  of  the  Americans,  but  certainly  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  exclusive  trade  to  the  West  Indies, 
then  possessed  by  Nova  Scotia,  greatly  over- 
balanced it;  and  as  I  have  observed  in  the  fore- 
going pages  of  this  chapter,  that  as  soon  as  the 
Committee  of  Trade  of  Nova  Scotia  proved  to 
the  British  Government,  that  the  Eastern  Pro- 
vinces were  able  to  furnish  and  ship  to  the  West 
Indies  the  full  amount  of  fish  required  hy  them 
annually,  they  then  obtained  the  exclusive  supply ; 
so,  also,  there  would  appear  to  be  equal  reason 
that  the  Canadas,  when  they  can  prove  the  same 
fact,  with  regard  to  flour,  biscuit  and  provisions, 
should  obtain  the  same  exclusive  privilege  for 
these  articles. 
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Again,  with  respect  to  the  inconvenience  which 
the  West  Indies  would  suffer  from  this  retaliatory 
measure  of  the  Americans :  as  we  do  not  seek 
the  enactment  of  the  act  of  parliament,  (at  least 
its  going  into  operation,)  until  we  are  quite  com- 
petent to  supply  the  West  India  Settlements,  they, 
the  West  India  Settlements,  will  then  have  but 
little  occasion  to  send  vessels  to  the  States,  and 
the  inconvenience  to  them  will  be  inconsiderable. 

Allowing,  however,  that  the  effects  of  this  reta- 
liatory measure  should  be  greater  than  we  have 
considered  it,  still  the  great  object  we  have  before 
mentioned,  of  producing  by  this  exclusive  trade, 
a  great  nursery  for  our  seamen,  would  appear  to 
be  alone  sufficient  to  outweigh  all  considerations 
of  a  mercantile  nature. 

It  is  \vell  known,  that  many  of  our  seamen,  in 
time  of  peace,  have  resorted  to  the  United  States 
for  that  employment  they  could  not  always  fmd  in 
our  own  colonies.  The  effects  of  this  were  felt 
during  the  last  American  war,  when,  I  believe, 
some  of  our  seamen  were  frequently  found  in  the 
ships  of  the  enemy.  If  then,  this  can  be  pre- 
vented, it  offers  a  fair  argument  in  favour  of  the 
measure  we  are  contemplating.* 

From  the  statements  and  arguments  w^e  have 
thus  at  length  (which  perhaps  the  importance  of 


•  In  a  work  soon  to  be  published   by  Captain   Marryatt,   (the  celebrated 
writer,)  on  the  States  of  America,  he  states  his  opinion,  that  there  are  nigh 
30,000  British  seamen  at  this  moiticnt  employed  in  the  American  merohaii 
service. 
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the  subject  will  justify)  laid  before  our  readers, 
we  trust  to  have  made  it  appear : 

1st.  That  it  is  perfectly  fair  and  natural,  that 
the  Parent  State  and  the  British  North  American 
Provinces,  should  have  the  privilege  of  the  exclu- 
sive supply  of  our  own  West  India  Islands,  when 
they  can  be  proved  competent  to  furnish  those 
supplies  without  detriment  to  the  West  India 
interests.  - 

'  26.  That  the  West  Indians  should  and  would 
prefer  that  mode  of  supply  on  those  conditions. 

3d.  That  Great  Britain  is  interested,  both  in  a 
commercial  and  political  point  of  view,  in  passing 
the  prospective  act  of  parliament,  stated  and  ad- 
vocated in  this  chapter,  as  well  calculated  to  pro- 
duce nurseries  to  her  seamen,  and  also  of  pre- 
venting them  from  resorting  to  foreign  nations. 

4th.  That  foreign  nations  can  have  no  fair  nor 
reasonable  right  to  complain  of  Qreat  Britain,  for 
giving  to  her  own  Colonies  the  preference,  when- 
ever she  conceives  it  proper  and  politic  so  to  do ; 
and  we  shall  conclude  this  head,  with  observing, 
that  as  there  will  probably  be  some  interval  of 
time  between  the  passing  of  this  prospective  act 
of  parliament,  and  its  going  into  actual  operation, 
it  will  render  the  act  more  convenient  to  those 
foreign  nations,  by  giving  them  time  to  place  the 
capitals  they  had  embarked  in  cur  West  India 
trade,  into  other  channels. 

I  now  leave  the  consideration  of  this  subjec  t  to 
the  intelligent  part  of  the  agricultural  and  com- 
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tnercial  bodies  in  both  Provinces,  not  doubting 
that  tke  proposal  I  have  presumed  to  make,  for 
obtaining  the  entire  supply  of  our  West  India 
markets,  if  approved  of  by  them,  will  be  matured 
and  perfected  by  their  judgment  and  decision,  into 
proper  applications  to  the  British  Government  on 
this  subject.  It  was  chiefly,  by  my  observing 
with  regret,  that  the  surplus  produce  of  wheat  of 
Ihese  Provinces  has  often  been  shipped  to  Great 
Britain  at  a  loss,  that  I  was  led  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject before  the  Legislature  of  the  Upper  Province, 
to  engage  it  to  use  its  influence  in  obtaining  a 
branch  of  trade  for  that  Province,  which  it  ought 
naturally  to  possess,  and  as  I  have  stated  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  the  annually  increasing  surplus 
produce  of  this  country  and  the  adjoining  States, 
will  probably  render  it  imperiously  necessary, 
that  some  measure  of  the  kind  we  have  proposed 
must  be  effected  for  protecting  the  trade  and 
agriculture  of  these  Provinces. 

We  now  conclude  this  chapter,  trusting  we  have 
proved  that  the  agriculture,  trade  and  navigation 
of  past  years  in  these  Provinces,  might  have  been 
much  augmented,  had  an  act  of  the  British  Par- 
liament of  a  prospective  nature  been  passed,  for 
the  purposes  we  have  now  proposed.  That  the 
present  time,  (when  peace  and  security  is  return- 
ing,) should  be  employed  in  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain the  enactment  of  measures  which  shall  ad- 
vance the  agriculture,  trade  and  navigation  of 
these  Provinces ;  and  which,  I  verily  believe,  will 
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CHAPTER  V.  , 

^  consideration  of  a  Representative  Union  of  all  the  Bii- 
tish  North  American  Provinces  and  the  Parent  StatCy 
by  representatives  chosen  by  the  separate  Legislatures 
of  each  Province,  to  sit  in  the  Im2)erial  Parliament,  as 
an  efficient  means  of  securing  the  permanent  Union 
of  those  Colonies  ivith  Great  Britain  and  their  ultimate 
advancement. 

In  the  fifth  page  of  our  prefiice  I  have  stated 
that  about  the  year  1822,  in  an  article  I  then  pub- 
lished in  the  Montreal  Herald,  *'I  first  mentioned 
the  idea  to  the  public  of  the  necessity  that  would 
probably  arise  for  a  representative  union  of  thete 
North  American  Colonies  with  the  Parent  State," 
and  I  engaged  to  resume  the  subject  at  a  future 
period,  and  1  have  also  stated  in  the  preface  what 
took  place  between  Mr.  Joseph  Hume,  M.  P.  and 
myself  on  this  important  subject,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  reader. 

During  the  16  years  which  have  elapsed  since 
tlie  above  mentioned  year,  the  very  serious  events 
which  have  lately  taken  place  in  these  Provinces 
have  all  in  my  opinion  been  gradually  proving  the 
necessity  of  a  closer  union  with  the  Parert  S'ate, 
and  I  have  now  to  redeem  the  pledge  I  then  gave 
on  this  important  subject. 


the  B li- 
nt StaiCy 
islaturcs 
imenti  as 
t  Union 
ultimate 

stated 
en  pub- 
ntioned 
would 
'  theie 
State," 
future 
e  what 
P.  and 
I  beg 

since 
events 
»vinces 
Ing  the 

S'ate, 
ri  gave 


31 


And  in  order  to  introduce  the  subject  properly 
to  the  reader's  attention^and  in  proof  of  its  impor- 
tance, I  shall  first  make  some  extracts  from  pre- 
vious writers  of  eminence  on  this  subject,  in  Great 
Britain ;  and  following  them  up  with  such  observa- 
tions as  they  present,  I  shall  then  present  the 
plan  of  such  representation  as  has  appeared  to 
me  most  practicably  suited  for  these  Provinces, 
supported  by  the  arguments  which  in  my  humble 
opinion  may  serve  to  call  the  public  attention,  and 
that  of  the  British  Government  to  the  formation  of 
this  Union,  as  an  efficient  means  of  securing  their 
permanent  connection  with  Great  Britain. 

The  first  writer  we  shall  quote  is  Governor 
Pownal,  some  account  of  whom  is  given  by  Mr. 
Chisholm,  of  this  city,  in  his  well  written  and  mere- 
torious  work  entitled,  Observations  on  the  Rights 
of  the  British  Colonies  to  Representation  in  the 
British  ParUament. 

*'Ofthe  advocates  (he  says  of  this  salutary  and 
constitutional  measure)  the  first  and  best  was  Gov- 
ernorPownal  no  common  man, one  who  had  served 
his  country  in  the  colonies,  both  in  a  civil  and  mili- 
tary capacity  long  and  faithfullj^  and  who  almost 
on  every  occasion,  both  foresaw  and  foretold  the 
result  of  that  fatal  policy  adopted  in  his  time  with 
respect  to  the  Colonies." 

,  The  governor's  scheme  was  as  follows  in  his  own 
words,  **  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  those  who  gov- 
ern us  to  carry  forward  this  state  of  things  to  the 
weaving  of  this  load  into  our  system,  that  Great 
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Britain  may  be  no  more  considered  as  the  king- 
dom of  this  Isle  only  with  many  appendages  of 
provinces,  colonies,  settlements  and  other  extra- 
neous parts,  but  a  Grand  Marine  Dominion  con- 
sisting of  our  Possessions  in  the  *&tlantic  and  in 
America  united  into  one  Empire,  in  one  centre 
lohere  the  seat  of  Government  is,*^ 

*^  If  it  should  be  thought  difficult  and  hazardous 
to  extend  the  legislative  rights,  privileges  and 
preeminences,  the  true  imperium  of  Government, 
to  wheresoever  the  dominion  of  the  same  extend*, 
the  administration  must  be  content  to  go  on  in  this 
ptolemaic  system  of  policy  as  long  as  the  various 
centers  and  systems  shall  preserve  their  due  order 
and  subordination,  or  to  speak  in  a  more  apposite 
idea,  if  we  would  keep  the  bases  of  this  realm 
confined  to  this  Island,  while  we  extend  the  su- 
perstructive,  by  extending  our  dominions,  we 
shall  invert  the  pyramid  (as  Sir  William  Temple 
expresses  it)  and  must  in  time  subvert  the  Govern^ 
ment  itself.  If  we  choose  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  Romans,  we  must  expect  to  follow 
their  fate ;  would  statesmen  on  the  other  hand 
doubt  the  predetermined  modes  which  artificial 
systems  prescribed,  would  they  dare  to  look  for 
truth  in  the  nature  of  things,  they  would  soon 
adopt  what  is  right,  as  founded  upon  fact.  They 
would  be  naturally  led  into  the  true  system  of 
government,  by  following  with  the  powers  of  the 
state,  where  the  actual  and  real  powers  of  the  sys- 
tem of  things  lead  to.    They  would  see  that  by 
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the  various  and  actual  inter- connections  ot 
different  parts  of  the  British  Dominions,  through- 
out the  Atlantic  and  in  America,  by  the  inter-com- 
munion and  reciprocation  of  their  alternate  wants 
and  supplies,  by  the  combination  and  subordina- 
tion of  their  several  interests  and  powers  by  the 
circulation  of  their  commerce,  revolving  in  an 
orbit  which  hath  Great  Britain  for  its  center;  that 
there  doth  exist  in  fact,  in  nature  a  real  union  and 
incorporation  of  all  these  parts  of  the  British  Do- 
minions, an  actual  system  of  dominion,  which 
wants  only  to  be  avowed  and  actuated  by  the  real 
spirit  in  which  it  moves  and  has  its  being ;  by  that 
spirit  from  which  the  British  Government  hath 
arisen  to  what  it  is;  by  thejpirit  of  extending  the 
basis  of  its  representative  legislature,  through  all 
the  parts  to  wheresoever  the  rights,  interest  or 
power  of  its  dominions  extend,  so  as  to  form  (I  can- 
not too  often  inculcate  the  idea,)  a  grand  Marine 
Dominion^  consisting  of  our  possessions  in  the  At- 
lantic and  in  America  united  into  one  Emprire,  in 
one  centre  where  the  seat  of  Government  is,** 

So  far  we  have  given  Governor  Pownal's  opinion 
on  this  great  subject,  and  we  have  to  remark  on 
his  first  and  second  paragraphs,  that  he  has  there 
struck  out  a  very  strong  and  impressive  argument 
in  favour  of  the  Union  of  the  Colonies  with  Great 
Britain  **  A  grand  marine  Dominion  consisting  of 
our  possessions  in  the  Atlantic  and  in  America, 
united  into  one  Empire,  in  one  center  where  the 
seat  of  Government  is." 
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The  conclusion  lie  draws  at  in  subsequent 
parts  of  his  discourse  IL  is  true,  was  meant  to 
apply  to  the  system  of  laws  and  traxle  as  then 
relating  to  all  the  old  colonies ;  and  although  the 
same  extent  of  evil  eflects  might  not  ensue  from 
them  with  respect  to  the  present  North  American 
Colonies,  still,  the  same  argument  will  serve  t ) 
prove  that  much  good  will  result  to  both  ('olonic;^ 
and  Parent  State,  from  a  Union,  and  that  the  evils 
foretold  by  Governor  Powiial  may  be  j)reventecl; 
thereby  from  arising  in  future. 

The  opinion  of  so  respectable  a  person  as 
Governor  Pownal  appears  to  have  been,  is  of  nmcii 
weight  in  favour  of  tlie  Union  of  the  Colonies  that 
still  remain  to  Great  Britain,  yet  as  the  principle, 
his  plan  of  union,  is  based  upon,  appears  to  be 
that  the  Colonies,  after  being  ui.itcd  to  the  British 
I'arliament  are  tlien  to  be  subject  to  Taxation  by 
it,  and  as  that  principle  is  diametrically  opposed 
to  the  plan  of  Union,  I  have  all  along  contemplated 
as  the  one  most  suitable  to,  and  consistent  with  (he 
present  provincial  constitution  and  indeed  with  the 
capabilities  of  these  Provinces,  and  as  w^e  shall 
fehoiily  introduce  this  plan  to  the  reader's  consid- 
eration, ftndiAS  we  shall  defer  our  observations  on. 
the  principle  of  this  taxation  to  that  period. 

We  shall  now  extract  from  the  profound  author 
of  the  "  Wealth  of  Nations,"  Adam  Smith,  a  part  of 
his  opinions  on  the  Union  of  the  Colonies  by  re- 
presentation in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 
This  great  autlior  is  thus  described  by  his  bio.- 
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grapher  Dugald  Stewart,  **  He  has  not  only  ex- 
tended the  boundaries  of  science,  but  enlightened 
and  reformed  the  commercial  policy  of  Europe." 

It  is  true  it  has  been  said,  "that  the  practical 
experience  of  modern  times  has  corrected  and 
modified  some  of  the  theoretical  positions,  of  this 
i^reat  economist,"  but  I  have  little  doubt  that  by 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  profound  commercial 
truths  he  has  developed,  will  never  be  controvert- 
ed, but  that,  being  founded  on  the  nature  of  things, 
ihey  will  derive  confirmation  from  increasing  ex- 
perience ;  and  in  the  well  merited  praise  of  his 
system  of  political  economy,  I  beg  leave  here  to 
vjuote  the  remark  made  by  Lord  Kenyon  at  a  trial 
which  came  before  him  in  the  King's  Bench ;  seve- 
ral extracts  were  made  by  the  counsellor  in  the 
case,  from  works  on  political  economy  written 
bince  Mr.  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations.  His  Lord- 
ship said,  he  had  read  Adam  Smith's  work  and  he 
had  read  all  the  works  on  that  subject,  since  his 
time,  and  that  he  found  them  all  Adam  Smith, 
hashed  up. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  extract  from  this  great 
work. 

"  Towards  the  declension  of  the  Rotrran  Repub- 
lie,  says  ]\tr.  Smith,  the  Allies  of  Rome  who  had 
borne  the  principal  burden  of  defending  the  State 
and  extending  the  Empire,  demanded  to  be  admit- 
ted to  all  the  privileges  of  Roman  citizens;  upon 
being  refused,  the  social  war  broke  out.  During 
the  course  of  that  war,  Rome  granted  those  privi- 
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leges  to  the  greater  part  oftlictn,  one  by  one,  and 
in  proportion  as  they  detached  themselves  from 
the  general  Confederacy."  ^ 

The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  insists  upon 
taxing  the  Colonics,  and  they  refuse  to  he  taxed  by 
a  parliament  in  whom  they  ar(3  not  represented. 
If  to  each  colony  which  would  detach  itself  from 
the  general  confederacy  Great  Britain  should  allow 
such  a  number  of  Representatives,  as  suited  the 
proportion  of  what  it  contributed  to  the  public 
revenue  of  the  Empire,  in  conscqueniic  of  its  be- 
ing subjected  to  the  same  taxes,  and  in  compen- 
sation admitted  to  the  same  freedom  of  trade  with 
its  fellow  subjects  at  home ;  the  number  of 
its  representatives  to  be  augmented  as  the  propor- 
tion of  its  contributions  might  afterwards  augment ; 
anew  method  of  acquiring  importance,  a  new  and 
more  dazzling  object  of  ambition  would  be  pre- 
sented to  the  leading  men  of  each  Colony.  In- 
stead of  peddling  for  the  little  prizes  which  are 
to  be  found  in  what  may  be  called  the  paltry  raffle 
of  a  colony  faction,  they  might  then  hope  from  the 
presumption  which  men  naturally  have  in  their 
own  ability  and  good  fortune,  to  draw  some  of  the 
o-reat  prizes  which  sometimes  come  from  the 
whole  of  the  great  state  lottery  of  British  politics. 
Unless  this,  or  some  other,  method  is  fallen  upon, 
and  there  seems  to  be  none  more  obvious  than 
this  of  preserving  the  importance  and  of  gratifying 
the  ambition  of  the  leading  men  in  America,  it  is 
not   very  probable   that  they  will  ever  volun- 
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tarily submit  to  us,  and  we  ought  to  consider  that 
the  blood  which  must  be  shed  in  forcing  them  to 
do  so  is,  every  drop  of  it  the  blood,  either  of  those 
who  are,  or  of  those  whom  we  wish  to  have  for 
our  fellow  citizens.  They  are  very  weak  who 
flatter  themselves,  that  in  this  state  to  which 
things  are  come,  our  Colonies  will  be  easily  con- 
quered by  force  alone.  The  persons  who  now 
govern  the  resolutions  of  what  they  call  their  Con- 
tinental Congress,  feel  in  themselves  at  this  mo- 
ment a  degree  of  importance  which  perhaps  the 
greatest  subjects  in  Europe  scarce  feel.  From 
shopkeepers,  tradesmen  and  attornies,  they  are  be- 
come Statesmen  and  Legislators,  and  are  employed 
in  contriving  a  new  form  of  government  for  an  ex- 
tensive Empire  which  they  flatter  themselves  will 
become,  and  which  indeed  seems  very  likely  to 
become  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  formidable 
that  ever  was  in  the  world.  Five  hundred  dilTerent 
people  perhaps,  who  in  different  ways  act  imme- 
diately under  the  continental  congress,  and  five 
hundred  thousand  perhaps,  who  act  under  those 
five  hundred,  all  feel  in  the  same  manner  a  pro- 
portionable rise  in  their  own  importance.  Almost 
every  individual  of  the  governing  party  in  Ameri- 
ca fills,  at  present,  in  his  own  fancy,  a  station  supe- 
rior, not  only  to  what  he  had  ever  filled  before 
but  to  what  he  had  ever  expected  to  fill,  and  unless 
some  new  object  of  ambition  is  presented  either 
to  him  or  to  his  leaders,  if  he  has  the  ordinary 
spirit  of  a  man,  he  will  die  in  defence  of  that 
station. 
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It  is  a  remark  of  the  President  Hanault,  that 
we  now  read  with  pleasure,  the  account  of  many 
transactions  of  the  Ligue,  which  when  they  hap- 
pened were  not  considered  as  very  important 
pieces  of  news,  but  every  man  then  says  he,  fan- 
cied himself  of  some  importance  and  the  innumer- 
able memoirs  which  came  down  to  us  from  those 
times  were,  the  greatest  part  of  them  written  by 
people  who  took  pleasure  in  recording  and  mag- 
nifying events,  in  which  they  flattered  themselves 
they  had  been  considerable  actors.  How  obsti- 
nately the  city  of  Paris  on  that  occasion  defended 
itself,  and  what  a  dreadful  famine  it  supported,  rath- 
er than  submit  to  the  best,  and  afterwards  the  most 
beloved  of  all  the  French  kings,  is  well  known. 
The  greatest  part  of  the  citizens  or  those  who  gov- 
erned the  greatest  part  of  them,  fought  in  defence 
of  their  own  importance,  which  they  foresaw  was  to 
be  at  an  end,  whenever  the  ancient  Government 
should  be  re-established.  Our  colonies  unless  they 
can  be  induced  to  consent  to  a  Union,  are  very 
likely  to  defend  themselves  against  the  best  of  all 
mother  countries  as  obstinately  as  the  city  of  Paris 
did  against  one  of  the  best  of  kings. 

*'The  idea  of  representation  was  unknown  in 
ancient  times.  When  the  people  of  one  state  were 
admitted  to  the  right  of  citizenship  in  another, 
they  had  no  other  means  of  exercising  their  right 
b!it  by  coming  in  a  body  to  vote  and  deliberate 
with  the  people  of  that  other  state." 

The  admission  of  the  greater  part  of  the  inhar 
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bitants  of  Itaily  to  the  privileges  of  Roman  citizens, 
completely  ruined  the  Roman  Republic.  It  was  no 
longer  possible  to  distinguish  between  who  was 
and  who  was  not,  a  Roman  citizens.  No  tribe  could 
know  its  own  numbers,  a  rabble  of  any  kind  could 
be  introduced  into  the  assemblies  of  the  people, 
could  drive  out  the  real  citizens,  and  decide  upon 
the  affairs  of  the  Republic  as  if  they  themselves 
had  been  such.  But  though  America  were  to 
send  fifty  or  sixty  new  representatives  to  parlia- 
ment, the  doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Commons 
could  not  find  any  great  difficulty  in  distinguishing 
who  was  and  who  was  not  a  member.  Though 
the  Roman  constitution  therefore,  was  necessarily 
ruined,  by  the  union  of  Rome  with  the  allied 
states  of  Italy,  there  is  not  the  least  probability 
that  the  British  Constitution  would  be  hurt  by  the 
Union  of  Great  Britain  with  her  colonies.  That 
Constitution  on  the  contrary  would  be  completed  by 
H,  and  ^eems  to  be  imperfect  without  it.  The  as- 
sembly tvhich  deliberates  and  decides  concerning 
the  affairs  oj  every  part  of  the  Empire,  in  order  to 
be  properly  informed,  ought  certainly  to  have  Re- 
presentatives from  every  part  of  it.  That  this 
Union  however  could  be  easily  effectuated,  or  that 
difficulties  and  great  difficulties  might  not  occur  in 
the  execution,  I  do  not  pretend,  I  have  yet  heard 
of  none  however  which  appeared  insurmountable. 
The  principal  perhaps  arise  not  from  the  nature 
of  things,  but  from  the  prejudices  and  opinions 
of  the  people  both  of  this  and  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic, 
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We  on  this  side  of  the,  water  are  afraid  least  the 
multitude  of  American  representatives,  shouTcf 
overturn  the  balanrce  of  the  constitution  and 
increase  too  much,  either  the  influence  of  the  crown 
on  the  one  hand,  or  the  force  of  the  democracy  on 
the  other.  But  if  the  number  of  American  repre- 
sentatives were  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  produce 
of  American  taxation,  the  number  of  people  to  be 
managed  would  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
means  of  managing,  them,  and  the  means  of  man- 
aging, to  the  number  of  people  to  be  managed. 
The  monarchical  and  democratical  parts  of  the 
constftution  after  the  union  would  stand  exactlv  in 
the  same  degree  of  relative  force  with  regard  to  one 
another  as  they  had  done  before. 

The  people  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  are 
afraid,  that  their  distance  from  the  seat  of  empire 
might  expose  them  to  many  oppressions.  But 
their  representatives  in  parliament,  of  which  the 
number  ought  from  the  first  to  be  considerable,, 
would  easily  be  able  to  protect  them  from  alt 
oppression.  The  distance  couW  not  much  weak- 
en the  dependency  of  thcTepresentative  upon  the 
constituent,  and  the  former  would  stiW  ffeel  that  he 
owed  his  seat  in  parliament,  and  all  the  conse- 
quence which  he  derived  from  it,  to  the  good 
will  of  the  latter.  It  would  be  the  interest  of  the 
former  therefore  to  cultivate  that  good  will  by 
complaining,,  with  air  the  authority  o£  a  member 
of  parliament,  of  any  outrage  which  any  civil  or 
military  officer  might  be  guilty  of  in  that  remote 
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part  of  the  Empire.  The  distance  of  America 
from  the  seat  of  Government  besides,  the  natives 
of  that  country  might  flatter  themselves,  with 
some  appearance  of  reason  too,  would  not  be  of 
very  long  continuance.  Such  has  hitherto  been 
the  rapid  progress  in  that  country  in  wealth,  popu- 
lation and  improvement,  that  in  the  course  of  little 
more  than  a  century,  perhaps  the  produce  of  the 
American  might  exceed  that  of  the  British  tax- 
ation. The  seat  of  empire  would  then  naturally 
remove  itself  to  that  part  of  the  Empire  wiiich 
contributed  most  to  the  general  defence  and  sup- 
port of  the  whole. 

Such  were  the  opinions  in  favor  of,  and  the 
high  authority  conferred  on  the  scheme  of  repre- 
sentative union  of  Great  Britain  with  her  former 
and  present  colonies  in  North  America  by  Mrr 
Smith,  a  Union  which,  had  it  been  adopted  in  due 
time  would  very  probably  have  prevented  the 
separation  of  the  present  States  of  America  from 
the  Parent  Country. 

I  have  however  to  repeat  the  same  observation 
with  respect  to  this  great  author  that  I  stated 
with  respect  to  Governor  PownaPs  plan  of  Union 
at  the  close  of  my  observations  on  the  extract  from 
it,  namely  that  the  idea  of  taxation  of  the  colonies 
after  the  Union  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
is  diametricall}'  opposite  to  the  plan  of  Union  I 
have  formed  a»d  which  will  shortly  be  laid  before 
my  readers.  Tlie  Colonies  are  already  subject  to 
taxation  by  the  Provincial  Legislatures  and  I  feel 
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"j^ersuaded  that  no  plan  of  iTnion  by  which  the} 
would  also  become  liable  to  a  second  taxation  by 
the  Parent  State,  would  be  acquiesced  in  by  these 
countries.       > 

The  observations  of  Mr.  Smith  in  the  first  and 
third  paragraph  which  we  have  quoted  are  admi- 
rably calculated  to  shew  the  utility  of  representa- 
tive union  in  an  extensive  Empire  inasmuch  as  we 
conceive  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  had  the  al- 
lies of  Rome  when  admitted  by  her  as  Roman 
citizens,  been  duly  represented  by  deputies  sent 
from  each  state  to  sit  in  the  Roman  Senate  or 
National  Council,  we  say  it  may  be  fairly  inferred 
in  that  case  that  the  Roman  Empire  instead  of 
being  ruined  by  her  allies  would  probably  have 
<)ndured  for  numerous  ages  longer  than  she  did. 

Mr.  Chisholm,  in  the  work  I  have  above  men- 
tioned has  therein  quoted  the  objections  of  the 
celebrated  Edmund  Burke  to  this  Union  of  the 
Colonies  with  the  British  Parliament,  and  has,  I 
lliink,  very  well  answered  and  refuted  tliese  objec- 
tions, independently  even  of  the  newly  acquired 
accession  of  steam  power  in  crossing  the  Atlantic, 
which  it  seems  Mr.  Chisholm  had  predicted  in  his 
work,  and  has  now  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
those  predictions  pretty  nigii  realized. 

In  corroboration  of  the  idea  mentioned  above 
respecting  the  probably  greater  duration  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  had  it  possessed  the  discovery  of 
representation  we  shall  now  mention  instances  of 
some  countries  which  have  derived  solid  advanta- 
ges and  durability  therefrom. 
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Ancient  Greece  itself,  is  almost  a  sufficient  proof 
of  this,  and  had  she  had  the  foresight  to  have  pre- 
vented the  fatal  influence  of  Macedoninher  Nation*^ 
al  compact  and  to  have  preserved  her  National 
virtues,  she  might  perhaps  have  descended  in  her 
former  glory  to  the  present  day. 

The  Germanic  Diet,  and  more  particularly 
the  united  Provinces  and  the  Swiss  Cantons,  are 
strong  proofs  of  the  capacities  of  Union  m  preser- 
ving the  liberties  of  Nations  even  when  sun-oun- 
ded  by  powerful  and  despotic  Nations.  The 
United  Provinces  in  the  midst  of  every  difficulty, 
became  at  one  time  one  of  the  greatest  commer- 
cial countries  in  the  old  World,  and  have  even 
sometimes  been  able  to  dispute  the  Trident  of  the 
ocean  with  Great  Britain. 

England  herself  affi^rds  a  brilliant  example  of 
the  strength  and  power  of  representative  Union. 
In  her  fertile  land  of  liberty  this  species  of  union 
has  been  with  some  exceptions  gradually  improv- 
ing since  the  completion  of  the  Heptarchy  by  our 
•  renowned  Alfred,  up  to  the  recent  establishment 
of  Parliamentary  reform,  by  which  she  proved  the 
fact  that  her  glorious  Constitution  is  competent 
to  purify  itself  from  all  corruptions.  And  it  is  de- 
voutly to  be  hoped  that  the  prosperous  acquisition 
of  this  reform,  may  not  destroy  that  moderation 
for  which  the  British  Nation  in  her  political  char- 
acter has  been  so  conspicuous,  and  that  she  will 
soon  perceive  that  the  extension  of  representa- 
tive Union,  to  all  her  Colonies,  in  a  manner 
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adapted  to  their  circumstances}  must  not  only 
promote  their  peace,  security  and  prosperity  in  a 
degree  hitherto  unknown,  but  eventually  consoli- 
date the  power  of  her  Empire.  •  '^^•?'  ^ 

Scotland,  by  the  great  advances  she  has  made 
since  her  Union  with  England,  in  Agriculture  and 
in  several  branches  of  manufacture  and  in  com- 
merce, is  a  proof  of  the  advantages  of  Uiiiofi  by 
representation.  The  industrious  spirit,  the  me- 
chanical talent,  the  enterprising  and  inventive 
genius  of  the  Scotch  might  perhaps  have  other- 
wise lain  dormant  for  ages. 

Ireland,  though  last,  will  not  be  the  least  who 
will  reap  advantage  from  her  representative  Union 
with  England.  She  is  sufficiently  represented 
there  by  able  advocates  of  her  interests  and  fair  de- 
mands. And  she  now  probably  requires  little 
more  than  an  efficient  and  wise  code  of  poor  Laws 
to  introduce  peace  and  security  into  her  country ; 
and  the  advantageous  employment  of  her  labour 
and  talents  by  British  capital  will  then  no  doubt 
ensue,  and  produce  a  new  career  for  her  agricul- 
ture, manufactures  and  commerce.  ^^-^  ?    > 

The  United  States  may  certainly  be  considered 
as  having  presented  to  the  World  a  prominent  in- 
stance of  the  advantages  of  representative  Union  ; 
although  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  rise  and  gra- 
dual increase  of  late  years  of  a  most  licentious  spirit 
among  that  people  both  in  their  domestic  concerns 
and  most  especially  in  the  late  treatment  of  thes^ 
provinces  by  a  part   of  her   population,   gives 
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strong  indications  to  believe,  that  unless  they  re- 
trace their  steps,  by  the  enactment  of  wise  and 
salutary  laws  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  end, 
some  disastrous  events  must  ensue  in  that  country 
proving  that  even  liberty  itself,  the  greatest  gift 
of  Heaven,  may  be  abused,  and  if  not  preserved 
within  the  bounds  of  reason,  moderation  and  reli- 
gion, may  produce  the  misery  or  ruin  as  well  as 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  a  nation. 

Trusting  now  to  have  briefly  shown  that  the  seve- 
ral countries  above  mentioned  and  the  extracts  we 
have  quoted  form  a  combined  and  powerful  evidence 
in  favor  of  representative  Union,  I  shall  now  beg 
leave  to  conclude  this  part  of  the  subject  with  an  ob- 
servation on  that  part  of  Mr.  Chisholm's  work  which 
treats  on  the  "  National  and  constitutional  right  of 
the  colonies  to  representation  in  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament." These  rights  are  treated  in  a  very  elabo- 
rate manner  and  the  author  appears  to  be  much 
concerned  that  the  right  of  representative  union 
has  been  so  long  opposed  and  denied  to  the  co- 
lonies. But  it  is  consoling  to  observe  that  in  the 
discussion  which  took  place  on  Mr.  Hume's  mo- 
tion in  August  ISSl,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  it 
appears  to  have  been  conceded  by  all  parties  in 
the  house  that  the  objections  which  had  been  of- 
fered by  Burke  and  others,  to  this  great  measure, 
are  now  cancelled  and  done  away  with.  By  the 
passing  of  the  late  reform  bill,  the  colonies  having 
been  deprived  of  tl)(pir  former  Parliamentary  advo- 
cates, namely  those  gentlemen  who  were  greatly 
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interested  in  the  Colonies,  but  had  lost  their  seats- 
by  that  bill,  it  was  therefore  the  opinion  of  the 
parties  in  the  House  above  mentioued  that  the 
Colonies  should  be  somehow  or  other  represented 
in  Parliament.  The  question  therefore  is  fairly 
open  to  be  laid  before  it.      *^  -  •       -  .  • 

1  shall  now  present  to  the  reader  the  most  in- 
teresting part  of  Mr.  Hume's  speech  on  this  sub- 
ject so  important  to  these  Provinces,  and  his 
scheme  of  representation  as  stated  in  the  reports 
of  the  house.    ''     '-  ■  ^'       -  "'  ^  ■  ' 

House  of  Commons^  August  IG,  1831. 

On  the  motion  for  jyoinj?  into  a  Committee  on  the 
reform  bill,  Mr.  Hume  rose  to  submit  an  impor- 
tant motion  to  the  house.  Every  one  was  aware  of 
the  great  importance  of  the  colonial  interests ;  and 
those  who  were  acquainted  with  the  nature,  extent, 
population,  and  wealth  of  the  Colonies,  naturally 
inquired  whether  they  were  not  entitled  to  repre^ 
sentatives  in  Parliament.  The  population  of  Bri- 
tish India  amounted  to  eighty  or  ninety  millions  of 
souls,  and  its  wealth  and  commerce  were  infinite.- 
There  were  besides  thirty-four  colonies  including 
the  Canadas,  containing  a  large  population  and 
most  extensive  resources.  He  asked  the  Iwuse 
why  so  important  a  part  of  the  King's  Dominions 
as  the  Colonies — important  both  as  regards  their 
population  and  their  riches, — should  not  come 
within  the  reach  of  so  important  a  change  as  that 
now  contemplated  in  the  constitution  of  tliat  house. 
It  was  a  clear  proposition,  as  he  conscived  that 
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e>^ery  British  interest  ought  to  be  represented  in 
that  House  according  to  its  population  and  prospe- 
rity, and  why  were  not  the  Colonies  to  be  put  in  a 
situation  in  which  they  might  participate  in  the 
])ower  conceded  to  other  portions  of  his  Majesty's 
Dominions?  By  tlie  common  law  of  the  land 
every  Englishman  who  expatriated  himself  to  one 
of  the  Colonies  of  this  country,  carried  with  him 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  an  J^Englishman, 
subject  only  to  the  changes  which  the  local  circum- 
stances of  the  colony  in  which  he  resided  rendered 
necessary.  The  internal  regulations  of  the  colo- 
nics were  placed  under  the  control  of  the  king  in 
council,  until  the  colonies  assumed  such  a  position, 
as  to  enable  the  inhabitants  to  manage  their  own 
affairs.  The  house  how  ever  had  never  divested 
itself  of  the  right  to  manage  the  external  interests^ 
of  those  Colonies  which  had  Local  Legislatures, 
or  to  regulate  their  commercial  arrangements 
either  with  the  mother  State  or  with  other  Coun- 
tries. Every  person  was  aware  of  the  immense  im- 
portance of  the  Colonies,  which  naturally  divided 
themselves  into  distinct  classes.  The  British 
possessions  in  India  formed  one  peculiar  class, 
held  uder  a  particular  tenure,  the  second  class  con- 
sisted of  the  Crown  Colonies,  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  King  in  Council,  and  having  no  local 
Legislature,  and  the  third  and  most  important 
class  consisted  of  those  Colonies  which  had  a  Le- 
gislative assembly  for  their  internal  Government. 
He  begged  the  house  to  keep  in  mind  the  distinc- 
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tion  which  he  drew  between  these  separate  clas- 
ses, as  the  proposition  he  was  about  to  submit  was 
in  some  degree  governed  by  the  distinction.  He 
conceived  that  the  Crown  Colonies  should  have  the 
same  privileges  as  other  colonies,  and  have  As- 
semblies to  legislate  for  their  internal  regulation. 
[t  was  sufficient  for  him  now  to  state  that  this 
privilege  was  denied  to  nine  colonies  which  were 
known  as  the  Crown  Colonies,  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  however,  and  fourteen  of  the  West  India 
Islands  had  Legislative  Assemblies  to  tax  and  re- 
gulate those  Colonies.  This  then  was  an  obvious 
distinction,  and  on  which  depended  the  difference 
he  proposed  to  make  in  the  extent  of  the  Repre- 
sentation. He  proposed  to  give  a  more  extensive 
representation  to  those  Colonies  which  had  no  le- 
gislatures but  were  governed  by  the  king  in  coun- 
cil, and  at  the  same  time  he  did  no|  intend  that  the 
colonies  which  had  local  Legislatures  should  be 
wholly  unrepresented  in  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
By  the  Statute  18  George  III.  Chap.  12,  the  Bri- 
tish Legislature  yiras  prevented  from  interfering 
with  the  internal  affairs  of  the  colonies  which  ob- 
tained local  Legislatures,  but  power  was  reserved 
by  the  same  act  to  make  such  regulations  s^s 
should  seem  expedient  with  regard  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  Colonies  however  much  these  regu- 
lations might  affect  the  interests  of  one  or  all  of 
these  colonies.  It  was  therefore  in  the  power  of 
the  Britisn  Legislature  to  reduce  any  one  or  all  of 
these  Colonies  to  beggary,  or  greatly  to  promote 
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tlieir  prosperity,  a  power  of  immense  importance 
to  the  whole  of  the  colonial  interests.  What  he 
now  proposed  was  to  ^ive  the  Colonies  a  partial 
representation,  such  a  representation  as  would 
place  a  persor  in  that  House  capable  of  stating  the 
grievances,  and  of  giving  information  on  questions 
which  perhaps  eflccted  the  existence  of  them  as 
Colonies  of  tliis  country.  In  looking  to  the  state 
of  mis-ft'overnment  into  which  the  colonies  had 
fallen,  m  ")re  appeared  to  have  taken  place  from  the 
ignorance  of  the  House  and  the  country,  as  to  the 
real  interests  of  the  Colonies,  than  from  any  design 
to  pass  laws  which  would  produce  evil  consequen- 
ces— (hear,  hear.)  It  was  important  that  the  House 
should  be  placed  in  a  situation  in  which  the  besi 
inforn»ation  might  be  obtained  with  regard  to  the 
Colonies,  if  it  were  only  to  avoid  the  recurrence  of 
those  evils  which  the  British  Legislature  had 
before  inadvertantly  and  unadvisedly  fallen  into. 
He  conceived  that  such  an  alteration  would  place 
England  in  a  much  better  relative  situation  as  re- 
gards its  Colonies.  Twenty-five  millions  were  now 
paid  annually  by  this  country  for  the  support  of  its 
civil  and  military  establishments  (putting  out  of 
view  the  sum  paid  for  the  interest  and  manage- 
ment of  the  debt ;)  and  of  that  enormous  sum  rais- 
ed out  of  the  taxes  of  this  country,  how  large  a 
portion  arose  from  the  expenses  entailed  on  the 
country  by  its  Colonies?  either  as  regarded  the 
financial  view  which  the  question  presented,  or 
the  rights  of  the  Colonists  as  English  subjects,  he 


i\ 


;, 


fc 


50 

submitted  that  this  subject  was  most  important, 
and  deserving  of  the  most  serious  consideration. 
Hitherto  a  large  portion  of  British  subjects  resi- 
dent in  the  Colonies  were  deprived  of  any  legiti- 
mate mode  of  laying  their  wants  and  wishes  belbre 
that  House.  It  was  true  some  Gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  Colonies  found  their  way  into  the 
House.  But  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  striking 
objections  to  the  Reform  Bill  had  been  that,  when 
it  came  into  operation,  the  same  means  would  not 
exist  for  enabling  Gentlemen  coimectcd  with  the 
Colonies  to  obtain  seats ;  and  a  large  portion,  if 
not  the  whole,  of  the  Colonies  would  be  left  with- 
out any  legitimate  mode  of  convey  ing  their  wishes 
or  wants  to  the  Imperial  Legislature — (Hear,  from 
the  Opposition.)  He  (Mr.  U.)  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  even  after  the  Bill  came  into  operation,  some 
Gentlemen  connected  with  tlie  Colonies  might 
not  obtain  seats  for  populous  places  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  that  was  a  very  diQerent  thing  from 
having  a  Member  for  each  of  the  Colonies,  or  a 
number  of  the  Colonies  uuiteJ,  who  would  sit  as 
the  representative  of  the  Colonial  population,  and 
be  ready  at  all  times  to  state  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents,  and  suggest  any  propositions  which 
he  deemed  calculated  to  increase  the  wealth  and 
happiness  of  that  colony  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected. With  a  view  of  preventing  the  evils 
which  would  arise  from  a  great  increase  of  the 
number  of  Representatives,  he  proposed  to  limit 
the  number  to  the  lowest  extent,  by  which  the 
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purposes  of  representation  would  be  fairly  an- 
swered. He  did  not  wish  to  add  to  the  present 
number  of  Representatives,  but  according  to  the 
plan  proposed  by  Ministers,  there  would  be  32 
Members  fewer  than  there  was  at  present.  The 
number  he  proposed  to  add  to  the  House  for  the 
Colonies  would  make  little  difference  in  the  rela- 
tive proportion  of  the  numbers.  Members  who 
looked  at  diflerent  interests  with  a  partial  eye 
would  probably  take  a  diii'erent  view  of  the  sub- 
ject from  that  which  he  (Mr.  11.)  did.  Some 
Gehtlemen  may  conceive  that  liritish  India  should 
be  consideretl  above  all  thinj.'jy,  and  others  would 
prefer  the  interests  of  the  West  India  Colonies; 
whilst  some  would  advocate  th<^  claims  of  Ceylon, 
or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  consider  them 
paramount.  He  begged  to  be  understood  not  as 
proposing  what  was  lice  from  all  objections,  but 
only  as  approximating  to  what  he  believed  would 
give  satisfaction.  It  would  be  obvious  to  every 
one  who  heard  him,  that,  to  make  the  Colonies 
really  useful  to  the  mother  country,  they  should 
be  on  the  best  possible  terms  ;  the  Colonics  should 
derive  some  advantage  from  the  mother  country, 
all  reasonable  ground  for  complaint  should  be 
removed,  and  they  should  be  treated  in  every 
respect  as  adopted  children — (cheers.)  If  this  sys- 
tem of  policy  was  pursued  it  would  render  the 
Colonies  tenfold  more  valuable,  and  they  would 
feel  more  satisfied  with  their  situation,  even  where 
the  policy  of  the  mother  country  obliged  her  to 
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limit  the  means  of  their  prosperity.  Howevet* 
anxious  Gentlemen  might  be  to  preserve  the  rela* 
tive  proportion  of  Members  between  England^ 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  he  was  sure  none  would  be 
so  niggardly  as  to  say  that  a  few  Members  for  the 
Colonies  would  derange  the  proportion  to  an 
injurious  degree ;  more  especially  as  the  three 
countries  were  equally  benefitted  by  the  Colonies. 
His  proposal  was  that  the  Colonies  should  be 
represented  in  that  House  by  nineteen  Members, 
which  he  proposed  to  divide  in  this  way : —  .  .^ 
Arr.^>  -Aii.  ij.-:.  \    ;'  .;  ./  ■■  ■ .,  v^  .•  v   r      Members. 

British  India, 4      :> 

The  Crown  Colonies, 8        - 

British  America, 3 

The  West  India  Colonies, 3    . 

The  Islands  of  Jersey,  Guernsey,  Alder-         ?- 

ney  and  Sark, 1    '    • 

Total,     ........       19 

With  respect  to  the  West  Indies,  he  proposed 
to  give  to  Members. 

Jamaica, 1 

Barbadoes,   Grenada,   St.   Vincent,   and 

Tobago 1  •    .- 

Montserrat,  St.   Nevis,   St.   Kitt's,   and 
Tortola, 1 

Inall, 3 

Avhich  he  submitted  was  as  small  a  number  as 
could  possibly  be  given  to  the  West  India  Colo- 
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nies — (hear,  hear.) — There  was  another  group  of 
Islands  under  the  British  government  and  influ- 
ence, and  lying  contiguous  to  our  own  shores,  the 
inhabitants  of  which,  although  British  subjects, 
had  always  been  treated  as  foreigners — he  alluded 
to  the  islands  of  Jersey,  Guernsey,  Alderney,  and 
Sark,  which  had  no  representative  assemblies,  but 
were  governed  by  the  King  in  Council.  To  this 
group  of  islands  he  proposed  to  give  one  repre- 
sentative ;  and  if  this  was  done  he  thought  the 
population  of  those  islands  might  feel  .they  were 
Englishmen,  what  it  was  not  possible  they  could 
have  heretofore  done — (hear,  hear.)  He  felt  that 
nineteen  Members  was  a  large  number  to  propose 
to  add  at  once  to  the  represehtative  body  in  that 
House ;  but  when  Members  looked  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  interests  those  Members  were  to 
represent,  he  hoped  they  would  not  consider  that 
he  proposed  too  much.  From  returns  w^hich  he 
held  in  his  hand,  as  to  the  population  and  trade  of 
the  colonies,  he  would  state  some  details  on  which 
his  plan  of  Colonial  representation  was  in  a  great 
degree  founded.  British  North  America  contain- 
ed nine  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  inhabitants, 
of  which  two  hundred  and  twenty  nine  thousand 
were  freemen.  At  present  the  exports  from  the 
British  North  American  Colonies  exceed  two  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum — 
(hear,)  and  the  imports  were  upwards  of  one  mil- 
lion one  hundred  thousand  pounds.  From  this 
statement  the  House  would  see  the  importance  of 
those  colonies — (hear,  hear.) 
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Mr.  Hume  then  gave  a  statement  of  the  popu- 
tion  and  trade  of  the  West  India  Colonies,  Gibraltar, 
Malta,  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Australia,  and 
British  India,  which  it  is  not  interesting  to  us  to 
state;  he  then  goes  on  to  observe:  "The  next 
consideration  was,  the  mode  in  which  it  was  pro- 
posed that  those  representatives  should  be  elected. 
Now  what  he  (Mr.  H.)  meant  to  propose  was, 
that  every  man  entitled  to  set  upon  Juries  in  India, 
should  also  be  entitled  to  vote  for  a  representative. 

As  to  the  West  India  Islands  he  said  he  saw 
little  or  no  difficulty  on  the  mode  of  election  for 
them,  as  the  inhabitants  chiefly  possessed  the 
power  of  electing  persons  to  manage  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  respective  Islands.  He  then  obser- 
ved. "That  the  truth  was,  if  the  Government 
hoped  to  keep  British  America,  they  must  resort 
to  some  such  measure  as  that  he  proposed ;  for 
this  he  was  convinced,  was  the  only  way  to  put 
an  end  to  the  bickerings  which  were  constantly 
going  on,  and  to  attach  the  Colonies  to  the  mother 
country.  He  had  a  petition,  signed  by  ten  thou- 
sand persons  of  the  Canadas,  complaining  of 
grievances ;  and,  if  they  had  representatives,  such 
a  petition,  he  believed,  never  would  have  been 
called  for.  To  the  Canadas,  with  the  adjoining 
islands,  he  proposed  to  give  three  members.  To 
Lower  Canada,  which  contained  a  population  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand,  he  would 
give  one  member;  to  Upper  Canada,  which  con- 
tained, according  to  returns  on   the  table,  one 
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hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  inhabitants,  but 
according  to  recent  information,  two  hundred  and 
sixty-five  thousand,  he  would  also  give  one  ;  and 
to  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  Prince  Edward's 
Island,  Newfoundland,  and  Bermudas,  with  a  po- 
pulation of  three  hundred  thousand  persons,  he 
would  give  a  third  member.     The  mode  of  elec- 
tion was  to  be  the  same  as  that  he  proposed  for 
the  West  India  Islands.     Upper  and  Lower  Cana- 
da  should  return  one  member  each;    and  the 
islands  should  choose  delegates  to  elect  their  repre- 
sentative.    One  point  yet  remained,  and  that  was 
how  were  they  to  find  their  way  to  the  House — 
(I^aughter.)  He  had  three  ways  in  view,  and  he 
^*  >iild  leave  it  to  the  House  to  select  that  which 
■k.  'n  thought  the  best.     The  first  was  that  they 
should  be  elected  for  three  years,  and  hold  their 
seats  for  that  peried,  whether  there  was  a  new 
Parliament  or  not.     The  second  was  that  the 
sitting  Members  should  continue  to  hold  his  seat 
till  the  return  of  the  writ  was  made  to  the  new 
Parliament. — (Laughter.)     He  did  not  consider 
such  a  topic  a  subject  for  laughter.     The  ex-Se- 
cretary of  the  Admiralty  may  laugh ;  but — (Mr. 
Croker — I  did  not  laugh.)  It  was  possible  there 
were  errors  in  his  calculations ;  but  he  thought  that 
it  could  not  be  denied  that,  considering  the  dis- 
tance of  the  places  and  the  complicacy  of  the  de- 
tails, he  might  be  excused  for  making  some  errors. 
The  third  plan  was  that,  on  the  commencement  of 
a  new  Parliament,  no  Member  should  sit  till  the 
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new    Members    were    returned  to  the  House. 
There  could  be  no  grqat  evil  in  that,  because  they 
could  be  returned  for  the  West  Indies  in  six 
months,  and  for  British  India  in  a  year.     He 
thanked  the  House  for  the  attention  they  had  paid 
to  him.     The  subject  was  one  of  great  importance ; 
and  he  thought  Colonies,  in  order  to  be  of  service 
to  the  mother  country,  ought  to  be  placed  in  a 
situation  which  would  induce  them  to  co-operate 
with  it.     If  the  subject  wete  submitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee, he  was  quite  sure  they  would  find  no  dif- 
ficulty in  prenaring-R  Bill  which  would  meet  with 
the  general  views  of  the  country,  and  afford  means 
to  the  Colonies  of  laying  their  grievances  before 
the  House.     One  objection  to  the  measure  was, 
that  the  Colonies  already  had  legislative  bodies  of 
their  own  selection ;  but  it  ought  to  be  remember- 
ed that  these  legislative  assemblies  could  legislate 
only  on  internal  affairs,  while  the  most  important 
part  of  the  business  was  that  legislation  which  ap- 
plied to  their  commerce,  and  which  was  made  by 
the  mother  country   without  their  interference. 
For  thBse  reasons  he  thought  they  were  entitled 
to  representation.     He  had  no  intention,  however, 
of  dividing  the  House  on  the  question.    All  he 
wanted  was  to  lay  the  details  before  the  House, 
and  leave  them  for  future  consideration  and  dis- 
cussion.    The  Hon.  Member  concluded  by  mov- 
ing **That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee 
to  make  a  provision  for  the  return  to  this  House 
of  members  to  represent  certain   Colonies  and 
foreign  possessions  of  his  Majesty." 
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Such  was  the  efTort  then  made  by  Mr.  Hume 
to  produce  a  Colonial  representation  of  the  British 
Parliament,  and  which  as  will  appear  by  the  follow- 
ing speeches  of  which  I  give  extracts,  that  even 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  at  that  time 
Lord  Althorp,  and  also  several  eminent  members 
of  the  House  did  not  only  approve  of  the  measure 
but  gave  Mr.  Hume  great  credit  for  bringing  it 
forward ;  and  these  Provinces  have  to  lament  that 
he  should  have  suffered  himself  to  have  been  so 
far  led  away  by  the  representations  of  certain 
weak  and  disloyal  characters  in  this  country  as 
to  have  prevented  him  from  following  up  this  val- 
uable measure  in  a  future  session  of  the  Parliament. 
By  the  subsequent  conduct  of  those  men  in  plung- 
ing the  Provinces  into  rebellion  and  its  disastrous 
consequences,  he  has  good  reason  to  repent  his 
connection  with  them,  and  as  a  just  retribution  for 
the  encouragement  he  certainly  gave  them  by  his 
"  Domination  letter  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  ere 
long  retrace  his  steps,  and  endeavour  once  more 
to  effect  the  passing  of  the  measure  for  represen- 
tative Union  by  the  Imperial  Parliament ;  by  this 
means  he  will  be  able  to  atone  for  the  evils  he  is 
(by  a  great  part  of  the  loyal  population  of  these 
provinces)  considered  to  have  brought  on  them ; 
and  will  promote  their  peace  and  security,  by  a  mea- 
sure the  best  of  all  calculated  so  to  do  of  any  that 
can  be  desired,  namely  the  rendering  them  an 
integral  part  of  the  British  Empire. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  he  had 
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no  Intention  of  following  his  Hon.  friend  through 
all  his  details,  because,  it  must  appear  clear  to 
every  Hon.  Member,  that  it  would  be  improper 
particularly  at  the  present  moment,  to  introduce 
such  a  clause  into  the  Bill — (hear.)  In  fact  he 
could  hardly  believe  his  Hon.  friend  serious  in  at- 
tempting to  introduce  a  new  system  into  the  Bill, 
after  they  had  been  sitting  upwards  of  a  month  on 
it  in  Committee — (hear.)  When  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber spoke  of  the  importance  of  the  Colonies,  and 
the  claims  they  had  to  the  protection  and  support 
of  the  mother  coimtry,  he  agreed  in  every  word 
that  he  had  said,  but,  even  from  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber's own  showing,  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
introduce  a  new  and  complicated  measure  into  one 
which,  God  knows,  was  complicated  enough — 
(hear,  hear.)  They  had  sat  already  a  month  in 
Committee,  and  if  they  were  to  adopt  the  principle 
of  his  Hon.  friend,  there  would  be  no  end  to  the 
business.  He  was  sure  his  Hon.  friend  had  not 
brought  it  forward  with  any  injurious  intention, 
but,  looking  at  its  complicacy  and  the  discussion 
to  which  it  might  lead,  he  could  not  conceive  any 
one  of  a  more  hostile  tendency.  He  would  not, 
therefore,  enter  into  any  discussion,  because  if  the 
subject  was  to  be  taken  up  at  all,  it  ought  to  have 
a  separate  discussion.  He  would  only  appeal  to 
the  House  whether  such  an  addition  to  the  Bill 
would  not  obstruct  its  progress,  and  discussion  on 
it  only  delay  the  House  from  going  into  Commit- 
tee ?— -(Hear.) 
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Sir  John  Malcolm  said  he  would  not  follow  the 
Hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  through  the  detail 
of  his  Speech,  but  he  must  confess  he  thought  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  made  out  a  case  in  favour  of 
his  motion.  It  was  necessary  that  there  should  be 
a  species  of  representation  for  India  and  the  Co- 
lonies, of  which*  they  were  of  necessit)'^  deprived 
by  the  Bill.  He  need  not  urge  to  uj  House  the 
reasonableness  of  having  in  it  men  conversant  with 
the  manners  and  habits  of  the  people  of  those  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  world  connected  with  this  country. 
It  could  not  be  denied  that  the  operation  of  the 
measure  would  remove  that  facility  by  which  the 
Colonies  had  been  hitherto  represented,  and  this 
seemed  to  be  felt  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer himself.  For  his  (Sir  John  Malcolm's,)  own 
part,  he  certainly  should  support  the  proposition 
of  the  Hon.  Member  for  Middlesex,  but  without 
pledging  himself  to  any  part  of  the  detail  into 
which  the  Hon.  Member  entered.  He  trusted 
that  his  Majesty's  Government  would  give  their 
serious  attention  to  the  subject,  and  propose  some 
expedient  to  meet  the  difficulty  created  by  the 
Reform  Bill,  with  respect  to  a  want  of  Colonial 
representation — (hear.)  He  apprehended  that 
when  the  Bill  was  passed,  Government  would 
direct  its  attention  to  that  great  question,  the  sub- 
ject of  India,  and  he  should  endeavour  to  bring  to 
that  discussion,  a  mind  free  from  prejudice.  Upon 
that  subject  he  would  not  now  enter :  nor  would 
he  detain  the  House  longer,  knowing  there  was 
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an  anxious  desire  to  go  into  the  Committee  on  the 
Reform  Bill. — (Hear.)  t- '  Kn^rn  ??  i  ^w»**. 

Sir  C.  Wetherell  said  that  the  attention  of  the 
House  was  now  called  to  a  subject  as  important 
as  any  which  had  come  under  its  discussion.  The 
opinion  of  Mr.  Burke  h«d  been  quoted  to  show 
that  he  was  unfavourable  to  the  Colonists  having 
direct  representatives  in  that  house.  A  more  able 
man,  one  with  more  information,  and  a  great  de- 
sire to  benefit  his  country,  could  not  be  found. 
Now  what  did  Mr.  Burke  in  effect  state?  Why, 
according  to  the  abstract  principle  upon  which  the 
House  of  Commons  was  then  constituted,  the  Co- 
lonies ought  to  have  representatives,  but  practical- 
ly he  felt  it  a  great  difficulty  to  overcome.  But  Mr. 
Burke  was  speaking  of  the  existing  Constitution 
of  the  Country — [Hear,  hear.]  And  if  the  Consti- 
tution was  to  be  torn  up  in  the  way  the  Bill  con- 
templated, the  difficulty  in  having  representatives 
for  the  Colonies  under  the  new  Constitution  was 
not  insuperable — [Hear,  hear.]  Mr.  Burke's  objec- 
tion was,  because  it  was  contrary  to  existing  things, 
rebus  extaniihus.  But  there  was  no  longer  any 
thuig  in  such  an  objection,  because  the  Bill  had 
removed  the  cause  of  it.  What  was  done  with  the 
Colonies,  he  begged  to  enquire  ?  Were  they  not 
taxed?  Certainly  not  in  the  same  way  that  the 
House  of  (/Ommons  had  attempted  to  tax  America. 
Nevertheless  he  could  contend  that  the  Colonies 
were  subject  to  a  taxation.  The  trade  was  regu- 
lated, the  import  and  export  duties  were  imposed 
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by  the  Legislature.  It  might  not  be  pleasant  to 
awaken  a  reminiscence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  otherwise  he  would  ask  the  Noble 
Lord  what  was  the  regulation  of  duty  on  American 
timber  and  Cape  wine,  but  a  species  of  taxation 
on  the  Colonies  ? — [Hear  and  a  laugh.]  This  coun- 
try, it  could  not  be  denied,  internally  and  external- 
ly, directly  and  indirectly,  did  levy  monies  on  the 
Colonies.  When  there  was  about  to  be  a  reduc- 
tion of  thirty-three  members  of  that  House — for 
which,  by-the-bye,  the  noble  Lord  had  given  no 
satisfactory  reason — when  the  Bill  excluded  all 
the  Members  for  the  Colonies,  who  had  an  indirect 
mode  of  gaining  admission  to  that  House,  without 
their  being  any  mode  substituted  for  the  omission 
thus  created,  he  thought  that  the  motion  of  the 
Hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  was  one  of  great 
importance.  For  although  the  Bill  created  Mem- 
bers for  Brighton,  and  Chelmsford,  and  Green- 
wich, yet  it  left  unrepresented  the  Continent  of 
India,  the  West  India  Islands,  and  Canada — 
[Hear.]  The  vast  population  of  India,  the  pro- 
perty there  at  stake — the  West  India  possessions, 
with  all  its  valuable  interests,  and  Canada,  were 
all  to  be  disregarded,  in  order  that  the  interests  of 
those  who  catch  white  bait  at  Greenwich  may  be 
attended  to,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  those  who 
go  down  to  Cheltenham  or  Brighton  for  their 
health. — [Laughter.]  The  promoters  of  the  Bill 
had  shut  out  all  access  to  that  House  for  those  ^vho 
represented  the  large  Colonial  possessions  belong- 


1; 


n 


I 


^l!    ■' 


li 


62 


ing  to  this  country,  in  order  tiiat  they  might  rear 
up  a  miserable  interest,  not  a  thousandth  part  so 
important  to  the  kingdom.  But  the  new  Constitu- 
tion was  going  to  pieces  from  its  magnitude. 
Every  day  opened  a  page  of  levity  and  folly,  of 
injustice  and  unfairness,  of  inconsistency  and 
weakness,  in  the  measure. — The  principle  adopted 
by  the  Romans  in  their  conquest  was  to  receive 
in  their  Senate  the  Representatives  of  the  con- 
quered Colonies.  He  preceded  to  argue  that  the 
Colonies  being  deprived  of  the  access  they  for- 
merly had  to  representation  in  this  Legislature, 
ought  to  have  some  new  avenue  thrown  open  to 
them.      -  ^     .  -X . 

Sir  Charles  Forbes  rose  simply  to  express  his 
cordial  approval  of  the  Hon.  Member  for  Middle- 
sex, for  the  representation  which  was  enjoyed  by 
the  Colonists  under  the  present  system  of  return- 
ing Members  to  Parliament  being  about  to  be 
taken  away  from  them  by  the  Reform  Bill,  which 
he  wished,  and  hoped,  and  believed,  would  not 
pass  into  a  law,  he  was  quite  satisfied  that  the 
interests  of  those  highly  important  and  valuable 
possessions  of  England,  the  Colonies,  ought  not 
to  be  overlooked. 

Sir  George  Murray  said  that  he  felt  extremely 
glad  to  find  such  attention  had  been  paid  by  the 
House  to  the  proposal  of  thQ  Member  for  Middle- 
sex, and  also  that  the  important  observations  with 
which  the  Hon.  Member  had  introduced  his  mo- 
tion, had  received  so  full  a  consideration.     It  had 
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certainly  appeared  to  him,  durii>g  the  long  debates 
which  had  taken  place  on  the  Reform  Bill,  that 
the  House  had  altogether  forgotten  that  the  British 
Empire  did  not  entirely  consist  of  the  immediate 
islands  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but  that  it 
partly  consisted  of  some  highly  important  and 
valuable  possessions  in  the  East  and  West  Indies, 
and  other  parts  of  the  globe ;  of  the  importj^nce 
of  these  possessions  he  was  always,  however,  fully 
impressed ;  and  he  must  take  leave  to  express 
the  satisfaction  with  which  he  had  heard  the  Hon. 
Member  for  Middlesex  express  his  opinions,  as  he 
had  feared,  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  lion. 
Member's  arguments  in  the  House,  that  he  did  not 
entertain  any  high  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
Colonies.  It  had  been  clearly  and  incontrovertibly 
shown  by  that  Hon.  Member,  and  by  the  Hon. 
Member  for  Taunton,  that  the  virtual  representa- 
tion at  present  enjoyed  in  their  House,  undex  the 
present  mode  of  election,  by  the  Colonists,  woukl 
be  utterly  and  completely  taken  away  from  them 
by  the  measure  now  undergoing  consideration; 
and  that  when  the  Reform  Bill  had  passed  into  a 
law,  the  House  would  be  found  to  be  composed 
entirely  of  Members  who  would  be  returned  to 
support  local  interests  alone,  thus  depriving  the 
Colonists  entirely  of  that  virtual  representation 
which  had  been  found  to  be  so  beneficial  to  them. 
He  rose,  therefore,  merely  to  express  his  convic- 
tion of  the  necessity  Ministers  or  that  House  would 
be  under  either  of  adopting  or  modifying  the  plans 
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of  the  Hon.  Member  for  Middlesex,  or  of  taking 
the  idea  suggested  by  the  Hon.  Member  for 
Taunton  into  their  serious  consideration,  with  a 
view  to  remedy  the  great  and  important  evil  which 
would  result  to  the  Colonists.  The  Noble  Lord 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  opposite,  on 
various  occasions,  when  Hon.  Members  who  were 
otherwise  friendly  to  the  Bill  had  got  up  to  make 
amendment  or  to  suggest  any  improvement  in  its 
details,  had  observed  that  such  a  proceeding 
evincetl  a  desire  on  their  part  to  defeat  the  Bill. 
Now,  he  would  not  admit  this  to  be  the  fact,  with 
respect  to  the  proposal  before  the  House,  for  both 
the  Hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  and  Taunton 
were  direct  and  warm  supporters  of  the  Bill,  and 
not  its  enemies.  It  was  surely  the  duty  of  Minis- 
ters, if  the  Bill  must  pass  into  a  law,  to  endeavour 
to  make  it  as  beneficial  as  possible  to  the  country ; 
and  he  would  venture  to  predict,  that  when  ail 
those  places  which  were  to  be  furnished  with  Re- 
presentatives had  received  their  allotted  portion  of 
influence  in  that  House,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
Bill,  so  far  from  giving  representatives  to  those 
particular  interests  of  the  country,  which  those 
ast  and  complicated  interests  required,  actually 
deprived  many  of  them,  and  those  too  most  impor- 
tant ones,  of  the  virtual  representation  they  now 
enjoyed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  he  was 
averse  to  the  measure  as  it  would  impede  the  Re- 
form Bill — it  ought  to  form  a  separate  measure. 
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The  motion  was  jthen  put  and  negatived. 

It  thus  appears  from  the  speeches  of  many  em- 
inent members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  they 
not  only  approved  of  the  measure  of  a  Representa- 
tive Union  ofthe  British  North  American  Colonies 
with  Great  Britain;  but  that  from  the  changes 
effected  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  by  the  late  Reform  Bill ;  that  such  a 
measure  was  actually  necessary.  The  coast  then 
is  completely  clear  for  the  question  and  mea- 
sure, to  be  again  brought  before  therji,  and  I  have 
little  or  no  doubt  that  if  that  were  properly  done 
this  great  measure  would  be  carried. 

I  have  now  only  to  present  to  my  readei  a  the 
plan  of  Representative  Union  with  the  Imperial 
Parliament  which,  I  believe,  would  answer  the 
purpose,  and  is  alone  consistent  with  the  pre^ient 
condition  of  these  Provinces.  It  is  first  to  be  ob- 
served, that  all  the  plans  we  have  extracted  from  the 
works  named  in  the  foregoing  pages  namely  Adam 
Smith,  and  Governor  Pownal  appear  to  be  based 
on  the  Idea  of  a  representation  of  the  people  of 
the  Colonies,  (by  Members  deputed  to  tne  Impe- 
rial Parliament,)  in  no  wise  different  from  those 
sent  to  it  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  The 
same  entire  representation  was  also  contemplated 
by  Mr.  Hume  in  the  motion  on  tPf  subject  above 
stated ;  these  Colonial  Representatives  then  having 
a  right  to  vote  on  all  questions  of  taxation  of  the 
people  of  £ngland,  the  North  American  Colonies 
-would  also  be  subject  to  taxi^tion  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament. 

Now  all  the  North  American  Colonies  are  by 
the  Constitution  of  each  Province  subject  to  taxa- 
tion by  their  own  separate  Legislatures.  Each  of 
these  Legislatures  is  perfectly  competent  to  de- 
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termine  the  quantity  of  this  taxation,  and  the  mode 
and  time  of  levying  it  which  is  most  consonant  with 
the  indispensible  necessities  of  the  Government, 
and  with  the  will  and  capacities  of  the  people  to 
pay  it.  There  is  no  necessity  whatsoever  there- 
fore, to  subject  these  Colonies  to  a  second  taxation 
by  another  Parliament.  And  as  the  people  of" 
each  Colony  enjoy  the  right  of  choosing  their  own 
Colonial  Representatives  in  their  House  of  Assem- 
bly and  thereby  give  their  consent  to  the  Colonial 
taxation,  so  likewise,  there  is  no  necessity  that  the 
Representatives  who  shall  be  deputed  to  sitiw 
the  Imperial  Parliament  should  be  chosen  by  the 
people  at  large.  It  will  therefore  I  conceive  be 
perfectly  sufficient,  that  these  Representatives  m 
the  Imperial  Parliament  be  chosen  by  the  separate 
Legislature  of  each  Colony.  By  this  means  I 
conceive,  men  of  the  deepest  stakes  in  the  welfare 
of  these  countries,  and  oi  the  most  eminent  char- 
acters for  integrity,  Intelligence  and  abilitj 
will  be  more  likely  to  be  chosen.  All  that  these 
Provinces  want  in  the  way  of  Representation, 
may,  I  conceive  be  thus  completely  acquired.  AU 
they  want  is  to  have  men  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  Interests  of  their  respective  Colonies  to- 
maintain  those  Interests  with  zeal  judgment 
and  ability  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Im- 

Serial  Parliament.  But  especially,  I  conceive  this 
Representative  Union  must  be  so  modified  and 
managed,  that  while  the  Colonial  Legislatures  are 
allowed  to  send  such  Representatives,  that  at  same 
time  this  Representation  shall  be  of  such  a  nature 
as  shall  not  render  these  Colonies  subject  to  a 
ser  ond  taxation  by  the  Imperial  Parliament.  Be- 
cause,! do  not  conceive  a  taxation  of  this  kind  would 
ever  meet  the  wishes  of,  or  be  agreed  to  by  the 
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people  of  these  Colonies.  Tlie  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment cannot  possibly,  be  equally  well  acquainted 
with  the  capabilities  or  inclination  of  the  people 
of  these  Colonies  to  bear  taxation  as  the  Legisla- 
tures of  each  Colony  are,  and  the  involving  them 
in  subjection  to  taxation  by  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment would  probably  produce  a  fruitful  source  of 
dissatisfaction  and  discontent.  To  steer  clear 
•therefore  of  this  subjection  to  a  second  taxation  is 
a  great  object  of  the  following : 

Principles  of  the  Repre9enkit*ve  Union  of  British  North 
America  with  Great  Britain. 

1st  Principle. — That  it  is  highly  necessary  for  the  future  peace, 
security  and  welfare  of  these  Provinces,  that  they  should  be  em- 
powered by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  to  send  a  certain  number 
of  proper  persons  to  represent  those  interests  in  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament. 

2d.  That  this  necessity  of  representation  has  been  already  ad- 
vocated in  that  Parliament,  and  it  was  therein  agreed  to  on  all 
sides,  on  "ihe  discussion  of  this  question  on  the  16th  August,  1831, 
that,  as  the  C  )lonieaL  would  be  deprived  of  virtual  representa- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Reform  Bill,  that  a  Repre- 
sentative Union  ought  to  be  forthwith  granted  to  them. 

3d.  The  necessity  of  such  Representative  Union  has  also,  it  is 
•conceived,  been  further  proved  by  the  late  disastrous  events  which 
have  taken  place  recently  in  two  of  the  principal  North  American 
Provinces,  the  two  Ganadas. 

4th.  That  the  existence  and  suppression  by  force  of  arms  of 
three  rebellions  in  the  two  Provinces,  and  the  numerous  invasions 
in  consequence  thereof  by  neighbouring  States,  which  they  have  suf- 
fered and  repelled,  appear  to  confirm  the  fact,  that  if  Great  Britain 
intends  to  preserve  her  possession  of,  and  dominion  over  the  North 
American  Colonies,  -she  must  form  such  a  Representative  Union 
with  them  as  skall  render  them  entirely  integral  parts  of  the  Bri- 
tish Empire. 

5th.  That  it  is  therelfore  now  proposed  for  the  consideration  of  the 
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public  and  tlie  Imperial'  Government,  that  one  representative 
■hall  be  sent  by  the  Legislative  Council,  and  one  other  represen' 
tative  by  the  House  of  Assembly  of  each  British  North  American 
Province,  or  such  number  of  representatives  as  shall  hereafter  be 
determined  on,  to  sit  as  representatives  thereof  in  the  House  of 
Commons  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

^  6th.  That  these  representatives  shall  be  instructed  by  the  Colo- 
nial Legislatures,  and  have  a  right  to  bring  before  the  Inrperial 
Parliament,  statements  of  such  grievances  as  may  be  deemed  by 
them  to  exist  in  any  Province,  also  to  bring  forward  any  measure 
they  may  judge  advantageliis  td^^  the  security,  trade,  navigation, 
and  other  interests  and  poljical  ittlations  of  these  Provinces,  and 
to  make  such  motions  and  i-esolunons  thereon,  as  they  shall  deem 
proper,  ami  to  have  the  right  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  same  in  the 
Impenal  Parliament. 

7th.  That  considering  that  the  people  of  the  British  North 
American  Colonies  are  already  subject  to  taxation  by  their  own 
Colonial  Legislatures ;  therefore  the  representatives  of  the  Colo- 
nial Legislatures  in  the  Imperial  Parliamerit^hall  not  have  the  right 
of  bringing  forward  any  motion  for  the  future  general  taxation  of 
those  Colonies  by  the  Imperial  Legislature.    But  should  any  case 
occur,  such  as  the  extension  of  any  right  o^trade,  or  the  granting 
of  any  new  privileges  of  any  kind  to  the  North  American  Colo- 
nies, whereby  it  should  be  deemed  just  and  proper  that  some  iTddi- 
tional  tax  or  duty  should  be  in  consequence  of  such  extension  of 
trade  and  commerce,  levied  on  these  branches  of  trade,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  each  Colony  shall  in  that  case  be  authorised  to  con- 
sent to  and  vote  for  such  tax  or  duties  as  may  be  requisite  for 
obtaining  the  said  extension  of  commerce  from  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament.     H2  ':.'..'     .-^  '-    "''\;,      :    ^s- :-'.;'^'  •■■■.'■ .:., 
•  8th.  That  whereas  on  the  seventh  principle,  above  stated,  the 
people  of  British  North  America  do  claim  their  constitutional 
rights  and  privilege  to  be  subject  to  taxation  solely  by  their  res- 
pective Colonial  Legislatures;  so  also  the  said  people  of  British 
North  America,  do  not  claim  or  expect  that  their  said  representa- 
tives in  the  Im^ierial  Pariiament  shall  have  the  right  to  vote  in 
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niiy  que>-1i(>n  or  inolioii  of  taxnliun  of  the  |)co])lc  of  Cicnl  Brit.iiH 
by  l)ic  liiij)Ctial  Jirlianicnt. 

9th.  Tliat  llio  said  i)C()j)]c  of  Rritish  North  Amorica  fcHliv^  il 
just  iicrossary  anil  proper,  that  tliey  should  have  lieiiccforlli  llio 
ino?t  odecjniilc  means  of  brin^MDi:;  br-forc  tlic  Inip'.'rial  Legislature 
any  causes  of  grievances  or  complaint  llial  may  liereafter  occur  in 
the  said  British  Noiih  America,  and  aiso  to  have  the  nieaiis  ol' 
duly  advocating  therein  the  interests  and  advancement  of  thc^c 
Protinecp,  do  claim  the  riglit  for  tlieir  said  representatives  to  bring 
forv\ard  before,  the  said  Imperial  Lei^islature  any  such  cc)n;])laints 
or  grievances,  or  interests  for  legislative  decision  upon  ;  and 
;ilso  the  said  peopic  do  claim  for  llicir  said  re])resen1atives  in  tlie 
Imperial  Parlianient,  the  rights  and  all  the  freedom  of  sjicerh  aivd 
debate  usually  practised  and  enjoyed  by  all  or  any  other  memliers 
of  the  said  Parliament,  on  all  questions  or  motions  loiu'liinsi  or  re- 
lating to  the  aforesaid  matters ;  and  also  on  all  occasions  in  any 
session  of  the  said  Parliament,  wherein  any  question,  motion,  or 
resoluti(m  shall  be  broiight  forwanl  by  ovj/  member  of  the  said 
Parliament,  any  way  relating',  i(»  tlio  interests,  welfare,  or  advance- 
ment, or  in  any  way  appeiiaining  to  the  said  North  American  Pro- 
vinces ;  and  also  the  said  people  do  claim  for  their  said  re])rescn- 
tatives,  the  right  to  vole  freely  on  all  such  occasions,  according  to 
their  free  will  and  judgment. 

Tlie  aforesaid  nino  ciuiineratcd  principles  then, 
are  those  on  which  v:c  conceive  such  a  Represen- 
tative Union  may  be  ibnudetj,  as  shall  at  once  trivc 
to  these  I'i'ovinccs  the  most  adequate  meinis  to 
bring  forward  all  subjects  concerninj^  their  Inte- 
rests, peace,  sccinit}^  welfare  and  advancement 
and  to  acb'ocate  avid  maintain  the  same  in  the  Im- 
perial Legislature.  At  the  same  time  this  mode 
of  Union  will  according  to  the  7th  and  Stii  JMnci- 
ples  prevent  for  ever  the  collision  of  the  Parent 
State  with  her  said  Provinces,  on  the  imjiortnnt 
subject  of  their  general  taxation  which  will  thereby 
be  left  entirely  in  the  power  of  the  several  Colo- 
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iiial  LeiijislaUiios  acconliiir:^'  to   the   Constitution 
pjrniitod  to  tlio  said  proviiicen. 

Willi  respect  to  tiie  apijointmcnt  or  deputation 
of  ail  e([u;d  number  of  representatives  IVoni  liie 
two  hranclies  of  cacli  Lef^islature  as  per  j)nnciple 
the  fiflh  ;  any  diderence  of  opinion  that  may  arise 
l).etv/ecn  the  members  Oi"  any  ])articular  Province 
eaii  have  wo  bad  ellcct,  as  on  every  subject  relat- 
ing; to  llie  Colonies,  brought  bclbre  the  Imperial 
Parliament  a  committee  will  doubtlefes  be  ibrmed 
by  the  House,  consisting]!;  probably  of  nil  the  Re- 
])re*>:entatives  of  the  iVortli  American  Provinces. 
in  this  conuniltce  thus  ibrmed  in  the  House  of 
Connnons,  every  individual  member  will  bring  for- 
v;ar(l  and  sup-port  his  own  measures  and  argu- 
merd:;,  winch  will  be  then  decided  on  by  the  votes 
(}[  llie  Majority  of  that  committee,  and  their  reports 
brou};-! It  before  the  ilon.  House  of  Commons  to 
be  a,'.';ain  discussed,  and  if  sanctioned,  finally  sent 
to  tli(i  other  i^ranchcs  of  the  Imperial  Legislature 
for  their  discussion. 

Thus  a  truly  constitutional  Colonial  Federal 
,ls.'icnfhlii  will  be  Ibrmed  in  the  very  hear  I  oj  I  he 
Imperial  Lpi^islalurc  for  the  full  and  lair  discus-, 
sion  of  every  subject  relating  to  any  and  all  of  the 
North  American  Provinces,  and  the  measures  the 
commiltee  may  determine  on  will  then  also  be  put 
to  the  test  of  the  united  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
lm])erial  Legislature. 

'  AVe  trust  to  have;  produced  in  the  course  of  the- 
foregoing  pages  sulhcient  opinions  and  arguments 
to  prove  thenecessity  of  a  Representative  Union 
of  these  Colonies  with  the  Parent  State.  The 
foundation  upon  which  we  have  placed  this  Union, 
as  stated  in  the  principles  enumerated,  is  indeed 
materially  diilercutfrom  any  formeL"  plan  of  Union 
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advocated  in  I'ariiair.ent,  l)iil  as  the  dosign  in  malc- 
inpjthis  dilTcrcncc  is,  as  shown  in  the  7th  and  Slh 
principles,  to  avoid  any  collision  v/idi  the  Imperial 
Parliament  on  account  of  the  taxation  of  these  Pro- 
vinces ^ve  have  great  hopes  that  the  said  Parlia- 
ment, in  consideration  of  the  Constitution  of  these 
Provinces  already  established,  will  acquiesce  in  the 
principles  of  Union  above  enumerated,  more  espe- 
cially-as  by  the  8th  principle  the  right  of  voting 
on  any  question  or  motion  of  the  taxation  of  the 
People  of  Great  Britain  is  not  claimed. 

It  is  possible  however,  that  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, wishing  to  profit  by  the  knowledge  and  abili- 
ties of  the  Colonial  Representatives  may  allow 
them  to  debate  on  all  questions  whatever,  which 
come  before  the  House,  even  concerning  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  People  of  England,  solely  restricting 
them  from  voting  thereon. 

We  have,  therefore,  now  to  present  this 
important  plan  to  the  consideration  of  the  public. 
We  conceive  it  will  greatly  tend  to  the  peace,  secu- 
rity and  advancement  of  these  Provinces  in  every 
branch  of  prosperity.  We  conceive  the, late 
events  in  both  the  Provinces  of  Canada  prove  the 
necessity  of  this  Union,  and  we  believe  the  rapidly 
increasing  population  of  all  the  North  American 
Colonics  will  render  this  measure  indispensi- 
ble.  The  sooner  then  we  can  obtain  its  advan- 
tages, the  better  and  the  wiser.  Should  any  future 
and  serious  dilTerences  occur  in  the  several 
Branches  of  the  Legislature  ofany  North  American 
Colony,  whereby  the  public  peace  or  business 
should  become  obstructed,  an  ellicient  safelu  valve 
will  thus  be  formed,  by  the  right  and  privilege  of 
deputing  representatives  to  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, where  these  difiercnces  and  dilliculties  may 
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be  speedily  dlscusssed  andlerniinated,  and  where 
il  is  lii.Ljidy  probable  the  Colonial  Ileprcscnta- 
tivcs  will  find  it  their  Interest  to  combine  all  their 
zeal  and  talents  for  the  general  and  individual  ad- 
vancement of  the  Provinces  of  British  North 
America. 

I  now  coneludc  this  important  chapter,  believing 
:ind  hoping,  that  {\\q past  and  present  evils  which 
have  se  long  afllicted  these  Provinces,  may  be 
happily  terminated  by  the  Union  proposed  in  it, 
and  offering  my  ardent  prayer  to  the  all  wise  dis- 
poser of  the  destinies  of  countries;  that  He  will 
bestow  his  blessing  on  that  Union,  and  enable  it 
to  produce  the  future  peace,  prosperity,  and  happi- 
ness of  these  North  American  Provinces. 


LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS. 

nis  F.xcrUcncy  Uic  Governor  in  Chief. 

rciicnil  Clitlierou". 

Cnloiicl  (Jrcy. 

Tlic  nonournblcs  rctcr  M'Gill,  George  Pylte,  George  Modnlt,  Toiissaini, 
Polhier,  Chief  Justice  .Michael  0"Sii!Ii\ an,  Koch  de  St.  Our?,  Subcrvois  De 
Klcury,  Julin  Neii?on. 

Messrs.  M.  Dudley  Bc:in,  Solicilor  General  Stewart,  Joiin  ni.ick,  Neil 
M'hilosh,  Wilhiin  Atkiti'^on,  UHvit]  Dellhoupc,  .Jolin  Torrance,  A.  Kennedy 
.lohii  A.  Perkins,  Dide,  J;iine3  Conncll,  John  Ciilhberlson,  AVilliurn  Gcllis, 
Willinin  Donglns,  John  Boston,  Dr.  Willi:ini  Macnlder,  E.  Pi  entice,  Willinm 
Addy,  J.  J.  Gibb,  Thomas  Uainr.ay,  C.  1).  Pay,  J.  MiicKcnzic,  Attorney 
General  C.  II.  Ogden,  Hugh  Smith,  Jnmes  Slarhc,  A.  Hullniel,  Col.  M'Cord, 
Alex.  K('r;;n9on,  John  Tiiornlon,  J.is.  Ureckcnridgc,  John  M.  Tobin,  D.  lloss, 
Duncan  IJeid,  Campbell  Uryson,  'J.  Leslie,  C.  Ford,  \Villiain  Hall,  J.  Jones, 
Kicliard  Johnston,  John  Lovell,  Hugh  K.  Erthunc,  \l.  0.  Andrews,  Dr.  S.  C. 
Seweil,  John  Dyde,  Henry  B.  Hughes,  E.  Gilmore,  Capl.  Simpson,  Woodrow, 
Hiiglics,  Slaing,  Williams,  Rev.  JMr.  Taylor,  Simpson,  Col.  Johnston,  J.  T. 
Badgeley,  Ogilvie,  Sriir.,  Snmervillc.  Knox,  Fraser,  Engli-;!!,  Boucn,  M'Don- 
ald,  Wilson,  W.  Burton,  Coclirim,  Gratit,  Capt.  Thomas,  llandyyide,  Wrnijg, 
Williams,  Buteau,  Richard  Johnston,  Dinning,  I'clhune,  Ueid,  Atkins,  Rev. 
Mr.  Lusher,  Hayes,  Nye,  Mnsson,  Dnnscombe,  Tutlle,  Drutnniond,  Enrtiis, 
Wells,  Maj.  Hughes,  Joseph  Jones,  Eustacr,  Carter  k  Co.,  Grr^n  ft  Thon)j»- 
snn,  Lcvie,  Anderson,  Pickell,  Ritchie,  Marson,  Bruncati,  Kurzinc,  Cam[ihell, 
M'Queen,  Barrett,  Banqnc  du  Peuplc,  Eoulangct,  Dr.  Trudeau,  Orr,  Watson, 
Gates,  Keller,  Turner,  Miller,  Bradbury,  Lynch  k  Brown,  Farilwaull,  Thom- 
son. Carey,  Piatt,  Parker,  F^cnioinc,  Vass,  Taylor,  Henderson,  Hollon,  Smilic, 
Simpson,  Clrghorn,  Pliiilips,  Leslie,  Mauhcrson,  Rev.  Mr.  Black,  Campbell, 
Rpv.  Mr.  Moriseaii,  Vnughnn,  MorcnUj  Gorman,  Marchand,  Borbridge, 
M'Ginnis^  fic.  kc. 


\ 


i 


